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PREFACE. 



The object of this pamphlet is to turn the thought of the earnest 
worldiigmen of our country to the social problem of the times. For 
nearly three-quaitera of a Century the new Government, on trial in 
this ooimtry proved a pronounoed succesa. It gained the love of 
our own citizens, and the respect of the outside world. So long as 
it was honestly administered the people were satisfied and prosper- 
ous. 

To day, institutions and combinations are growing up among us 
which are outstripping in power and induenoe the government itself. 
These inatitutions menace the perpetuity of the Government, and 
threaten the liberties of the people. By the aid of modern inven- 
tions and combinations of capital, single individuals are enabled to 
control vast interests^ — sometimes rivaling in extent the wealth of 
whole States.' 

These combinations control the transportation of the country. 
They own the mines of iron and coal. The most profitable In^iiches 
of the manufacturing industries are lai^ely in their hands. By 
their ponderous weight they break down the competition of men 
of moderate means. By the oomlnnation of combinatiuna they 
are enabled to eiaot from the masses enormous profits on fictitious 
capital; and through tbeir frauds grow rich while honest men 
are kept in poverty. They ply their "trade" in the halls of 
legislation. The caucus and convention are governed by their intri- 
gues. The newspaper is brought into requisition to mould public 
opinion, and tlie courts of justice ore prostituted to their use. 

The government which but a few years ago challenged the admi- 
ration of the world has become the laughing stock of the nations. 
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The doctrine of equality iaaugurated by the founders of the 
republic is but a hollow mookery. 

With our " kings of finance" money has become a craze. The 
" almighty dollar " is their Qod. In tlie wild straggle to posseaa 
it, the weak go down and the strong trample them beneath their 
feet. A million dollars is the goal of thdr ambition — and heartless 
avarice eagerly gatbeiB it in, regardless of the homes that are 
wrecked ; the hearts that are broken. 

Such a social system is a shame to the nation ; d curse to the 
world. The matutes are beginning to study the problem for them- 
selvea. They are becoming restive under the ooersive measures 
institated by the government to further the schemes of wealth. 
Dangers threaten on every hand. The Summer sky is gathering 
blackness. That ominous vibration that comes to the ear like the 
muttering of distant thunder, portends disaster I It is the united 
ory of down-trodden milliouB ! It is the heart sob wrung from the 
bitter lives of earth's " heavy laden," and it will not be stifled 1 
It is the seetliing indignation of the viotams of avarice I It is 
" Tbe Irrepressible Conflict." AJaa 1 that it should go up to Heaven 
from our fair laad, once proudly named "the home of the 
oppressed." 

THB AUTHOS. 
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IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT. 



PART I. 

Ik the e&rlier agee of oivUizatioa ooDquest of iearntory gave to tbe 
king tbe right to apportion the acquired lands to Bucb of his fol- 
lowers as had by their intrepedit; and courage earned the right to 
a dietinguisfaed title. Thus bj the favor of the king nations were 
divided into feudal estates. As civilization advanced, these estatfis 
were still kept up by tbe laws of entailment— the estate being 
transmitted to the eldest son. 

The king in conferring title and estate gave with it tbe control of 
such peasantry as already inhabited the acquired territoiy—thus 
making the newly created noble practically ovraer of the tenantry. 
From taxes levied* on this tenantry the lord drew his support ; 
and when the king needed help for further foraging, the services of 
these retainers were freely turned over to him with such rude imple- 
ments of warfare as they possessed. This noble waa the 
umpire who settled all disputes— not hesitating to take matters 
of life and death into his own hand— and to whose need or 
whim they must at any time give up tbe products of the small 
patch of earth they rudely cultivated. Protests were without avail 
and endang»:«d tbe life of him who uttered them. In all cbses tbo 
ipse dixit of their noble master was tbe end of tbe law. 
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6 THE IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT. 

This was the condition of tbe social ^stem of Europe when the 
New WorldwaBdisooTered. With a better civilization camegreater 
oondderation for the rights of the tenantry— at least there oame a 
tardy admisBioD that the tenantry had rights which the ariatocr&cy 
were hound to respect. Still tbe heel of nobility waa on their necks, 
and to be bom the son of a peasant was to inherit a life of im- 
tdutngeable poTerty and servitude. 

With tbe aettlement of the New World oame a new era. The 
king aimed to build up the Government of the new country 
after tbe same pattern and make it a province tributary to Glreat 
Britain. But the lords to whom he gave grants and sent out to estab- 
lish colonies found tbey had difBcult elements to handle. The 
oonunon people making up their Colonies were posseBsed of char- 
aoteristioa theywere unaccustomed to deal with. The call for volun- 
teers to colonize the New World was answered not by the stoUd 
peasantry whose blood ran thick and turbid from centuries of servi- 
tude, but by men possesaed of brain and ambition, — who had the 
courage to carve out their fortunes in the New World with the rifle 
and the axe. 

These colonists were a motly mingling; — the brightest and 
bravest of the English yeomanty came with the hope of becoming 
land holders — a thing hopeless in the old country ; — desperadoes 
who found a residence in London no longer safe were permitted to 
depart without question ;— second sons who found their position 
of dependence unbearable were well represented here ;—> religious 
enthusiastB came for freedom to worship God. These people brought 
with tb^D a deep seated hatred of oppression and titled nobility — 
they had little respect for tbe powdered wigs sent over to govern 
them and but little reverence for the distant kijig. Side by side 
they fought the Indian, pestilence, and famine ; growing stronger 
in the face of these grave dangers and steadily working out for 
themselves and their desoendents tbe problem of freedom and 
equality. 

This people were jealous of their rights and quick to resent any 
oppressive measures instituted by the king. From such material 
the army of the Revolution was recruited. They fought not for 
gloiy, nor for power; but for the principle that all men are bom free 
and equal. They fought to free themselves frcan the thraldom of - 
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■ SHALL AVARICE BULB f T 

kings and lords, and to save their posterity from becoming a race 
of vaesals. They foaght to cut the anna of that deadly octapus' 
which bucIeb the life of the common people^landlordism. Tu give 
to their children the chance of growth and progression, and the 
nobility of owning the spot of earth they oooupied and called their 
home. The idea that the rights of the poor.as well as the rights of the 
rich, should receive oongideration, was strongly incorporated in the 
plan mapped out for the government of the new country. 

These people demanded that the country should be freed from the 
icenbuB of titled aristocracy. In answer to this demand the founders 
of our Qovemment embodied in the Constitution what they deem- 
ed a Bufioient safeguard against the accumulatioD of vast estates 
with a numerous tenantry reduced to a state of dependence and 
servitude. It was believed that if the titles and grants, and life 
tenures and entailments could be wiped out, and the holders of 
public offices made to step down and out at stated inter- 
vals, all would have an equal chance, and tfie ever recurring 
vicissitudes of fortune would so check the power of individual 
avarice that fortunes of a magnitude so great as to grind and oppress 
the poor, would be a thing of the past. 

How great have been the changes wrought iu a huudred years. 
The power of steam and electricity has been made Bubservient to the 
band of man. The improvements in the mechanical appliances that 
may be manipulated by the subtle mind of the monopolist in getting 
money, have so far outstripped the efiForts 'of our fathers for the 
ameUoration of the condition of the poor, that we are again flounder- 
ing in a sea of trouble, — a trouble as seriouB, as insufierable as that 
from which our forefathers escaped through the instrumentality of 
the new Constitution. 

The avarice of man knows no bounds. The rapidity with which 
eapital is falling into the hands of the few, astonisbes the world. 
Not satisfied with the power of individual fortunes, the rich unite 
their wealth to give it greater power. Under the name of Bailway 
Companies they have shackled the land %vith bands of iron, and 
made the whole people tributary to their aggrandizement. These 
combinations have thrown the chains of extortion around the mines 
of coal, and the fire goes out on the poor man's hearth. Under the 
tuune ^ insurance they have built up immense fortunes by plunder- 
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8 TSS IRRSPRBSaiBLS OONFMOT. 

iag a milUon bomn. 'With etealth; tz«ad they approMh the hallB' 
of legisUtion, sod with porohaBe and diplomao; manage to shift 
ttie taxes neoeasary for the mamtenanoe of tlie Govenuneat from 
their ovn Bbonldeni to the ahouldets of the poor. The? maD- 
ipulate financial legislation so as to make CkiTemment eecuntieB feel 
the polae of speculation, and bonds go up or go down in answer to 
their interests. They weaken the National credit when bonda are- 
issued b; m airing Qiem payable in greenbaoka, and tlien by mewiB 
of the subtle influences tb^ know so well how to use, strengthen the- 
Nation's credit by making them payable in coin. They make silver 
worthless by demonitization in order to make the dollars due thenk 
larger than the ones they loaned. 

Our ahip of State has drifted from her moorings ; her chart is 
loBt and pirates have poeeeeaion; money kings, pork kings, oil 
kings, and railway kings have taken the place of feudal lords, and 
approiniated their prert^tives. Our Oovemment is no longer a 
Government of the peo|^ for the people ; but a Govemment of 
millionaires, for millionaires. In tite faoe of the Constitution and 
contrary to the fundamental principles upon which our Govern- 
ment was established they have been given franohiaee and landed 
estates which were the natural heritage of the peopla This 
grasping power vrith insolent hand reaches out and comers 
the food products of the world and extorts from the hungry 
millions a tribute on every pound of meat and bushel of grain. 

The influential newspapers, those moulders ol public opinion, 
from which the smaller organs t^e their cue, are worth purchasing 
— and it is surprising with what unanimity they advocate the 
schemes of the rich for the debasement of the poor and the plunder- 
ing of the Government. Any conspiracy of the money power against 
the independence of labor invariably receives the ready support of 
these mercenary tools. 

Every scheme that could emanate from the cunning brain— every 
trick known to crafty men, has been brought into play tai the ag- 
grandizement of self. 

For a generation discontent has prevailed among the poor. The 
thriftier tradesmen already feels the grasp that is destined to <dioke 
out his business. If we go on for the next half century as we have 
lor the last, we shall see every department of Qorernment and ot 
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8 absolutely uader the control of the monster avarice. Otir 
children's ofaildmn iriU be toiling trbbsIb, u completely dependent 
' M were ever the tenantry of the feadal lords of the Old Woi'ld, 

lliis is the richest oonotry on earth. On all sides are the evi<- 
dences of wealth. Money is plenty ; more than a thooBand milliona 
at dollars are safely stowed away in the bank vaults and other de- 
poflitoriea of the oonntry. Clothing is plenfy — mannfaotorerB are 
constantly oomplaining of overproduction. Food is plenty — our 
storehouses are taxed to thdr utmost capacities to furnish it shdter 
and protection, and yet men, hollow eyed and thinly dad, standing 
in the midst of all this plenty, plead in vain for work, while th^ - 
families suffer for ahelter, fire, and food. 

This is a truthful picture of a state of afEairs existing in every city 
in the land. Each day their nnmbers increase. Bach day a link 
is fcsged in the chain which makes- labor Bubeervient to capital. 
Baoh day the kings of capital are adding to their wealth, and 
every day the camlnnation of wealth increaBea the power by whiob 
the Oovemment, general, state, and municipal, is controlled. 

The controvert between labor and capital cannot be ended 
by any of the means njw employed. Neither labor leagues, strikes, 
boycotts, riots, nor dynamite, will effect any good These- 
weapons are only boomerangs in the hands of imBkillful men. The 
socialistic ideas, such as the equal division of property — which bad 
their birth during the wild reign of the Commune in Paris are worse 
than useless and bring merited disgrace on those who advocate 

. What then shall be done to alleviate the distress of a ntillion Ameri- 
can citizens who are out of work T What shall be done to secure 
stability of employment to those who are already employed T Whtt 
shall be done to secure the enterprises of men of moderate means- 
against the overwhelming competition of aggregated wealth ! 

These are questions asked today by thoughtful men of every 
class. What shall be the answer t Shall we stand stolid and in- 
different while the law-making power places within the grasp of one 
man half the wealth dF our nation t Must the masses be stripped 
to feed the blind rapacity of a few whose only object in life is a 
fodish ambition to count their millions with the largest numeral f- 
Shall Avarice be suflered to rule the world f 
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10 THE IRREFBBSSIBLE OONFUOT. 

We are ia dot? bound to maintain the prinoiplefi of liberty and 
eqaalitj as thef have desoended to us engrafted in the Constitution 
by our f orefothere — the principle of the greatest good to the greatest 
number. We are bound to give to our poateritjr the opportunity of 
an independent home. 

lb is not to be expected that a radical refonb can be accompliah- 
ed witboat a struggle. The mutteringB of the coming conflict are 
already heard. The laboring classes, pinched and crushed, are 
already string right and left with ill directed zeal, bnt sturdy arm. 
The peo|^ of moderate means are awakening to a realization tA tite 
-danger which menaces thdr homes. The clergy, ever alert, and in 
sympathy with the interests of humaai^, are sounding the alarm 
&om tile pnlpii. 

Must (he predicted struggle inTolve the terrors of another fratri- 
cidal war T Muat our country again be deluged in blood T Must 
we go bdclcward in ciTilization and resort to brute force, to give our 
people their rights T No I American oitizeaahip is equal to the 
taak of righting these wrongs. The masses hold in their hands the 
power. Their intelligence is sufficient to work out a solution of the 
problem. The question can, and will be settled by the ballot 
To that end let ua stop following the drum and fife of poll 
tical parties. Let us organize, not to strike, but to vote. Let us 
nominate men not for their wealth, nor for their poverty ,but for their 
int^rity. Let us use the ballot, not as a favor to somie craven tool 
of power seeking political preferment, but as a weapon for the en- 
forcement of our rights. Let us select men to represent us who wiU 
work for the iutereete of the people— men too honest and too upright 
to be bought by jobbers and speculators. By a properly coDBtmcted 
system of taxation the power of avarice may bo restrained. Instead 
of supporting the Government by a revenue tax and a duty tax, the 
burden ot which comes heavieet on the poor, let the Oovemment 
be supptnted by a direct tax upon property. And let that tax be 
so graduated that millionaires will be compelled to bear the burden of 
Oovemment, instead of standing in the lobbies of Congress direct- 
ing Legislation. 

Witb6ut presuming to be able to suggest the best system, 
the following is submitted: Taking some specified amount 
as the stuidard for a tax of one per cent, let the ratio of tax be in- 
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creased or diminiehed in proportion to the value of the estate. To 
ilhiBtrats the priuoiple, take $100,003 as the basis for a tax of one 
per cent, then increase the rate of tax in Uie same proportion as the 
vadne of the estate inoreasee. $200,000 would be taxed two p^ cent; 
$850,000, three and a half per cent ; $1,000,000, ten per cent 

The following table gives the amount of tax and rate of taxation 
on sums from $100,000 to $1,000,000. 

TABLE OF TAXATION. 



Valuation of Estate. 


TailUte. 


Amount ol Tax. 


IIOO.OOO 


1 per cent. 


1,000 


200,000 


2 „ 


4,000 


300,000 


3 „ 


9,000 


400,000 


4 „ 


16,000 


SOCOOO 


5 „ 


25,000 


600,000 


6 ,. 


36,000 


700,000 


7 „ 


49,000 


800,000 


8 „ 


64,000 


900,000 


9 „ 


81,000 


1.000,000 . 


10 „ 


100,000 



All snms over $1,000,000 and under $2,000,000 ten per cent, over 
$2,000,000 and under $3,000,000 eleven per cent., $3,000,000 and 
under four twelve per cent., etc., adding one per cent, for each ad- 
ditional million. 

Descending from 100,000 we have 

$90,000 9-tentbB of 1 per cent 810 

80.000 8-tenthB of do. 640 

60,000 6-tenthBof do. 360 

40,000 l-tentbsof do. 160 

20,000 2-tentliBof do. 10 

10,000 1-tenth of do. 10 

■ All sums under 10,000, one-tenth of one per cent. 
All Companies, Associations, Banks, eta, to be taxed the same as 
individuals. 

To prevent fraud in covering up or secreting property, to escape 
taxation, every property owner should be required to give in to the ' 
Assessor a full and complete list of all the property he owns, and ' 
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12 THE IBSEPJiESaiBLB CPNFLICT. 

ainy property not giTen in aooording to law, should be confiscated by 
th« QoTenuuent. 

Bailroads, CanaU, Telegraph lines, and all other enterpriees of 
like nature, whose charter requires the appropriation of private 
rights for public purpoaeB, shoulcl be owned by the GoremmeBt. 
Bates of tariff for Berrioes should in all cases be made unifona 
and as low as possible, so that the enterprises be self-sustaining. Ooa . 
cent per mile would be a sufficient tariff on passenger trsMc, and one 
half cent per ton per mile on freight, allowing fifty cents per ton 
for loading and unloading. 

To break up the large landed estates, apply the same 
system of taxation. Make the tax rate on 100 acres owned 
by one man or one corporation one per c«nt ; two hundred acres, 
two per cent on its assessed value ; and so, on increasing the rate 
until it reaches ten per cent on a thousand acres. Thus land would 
pay a double Las. 

The justice and advantage of this system of taxation would soon 
be apparent. It would put a tax of more than twenty per oent. on 
large railroad companies'and necessitate the transfer of their pro- 
perties to the Government. It would compel the division of large 
estates, giving the opportunity of a greater numbef of homea. It 
would break up the coal combinations, and the oil combinations,, 
and give to every home, poor and rich alike, the advantage of free 
competition in the supply of those two great gifts of <^d to man — 
light and Heat. 

This system of taxation would limit the power and greed of man f. 
it would make a fortune of more than a few hundred thousand an 
impossibility ; it would break up the combinations of wealth which 
are now so powerful that they control legislation, seat judges on the 
bench, own the newspapers, mould public opinion, and crush 
out by their ponderous weight all enterprises which in any way 
interfere with their interests; it would put a stop to the 
fierce contentions between great monopolies which often destroy tb^ 
buuneee of thousands that one concern may grow to colossal pro- 
portions.' It would put an end to favoritism in freigbtrates. Special 
rates, rebates and drawbacks would no longer build up the big 
dealers and break down the little ones. Free pasfes to members.and 
liberal legislation to great corporations " for the encoursigement of 
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seeded 'improTtimeiits " would drop out of ezistence as naturally aa 
tbe wind ahifts from South to West. The million acre land OBtate 
owned b; «a ED^ish ajndioate would pass away like the dew be- 
fore the DKmiing snn, and in its place would be built a hnndred 
tboaBBDd homes. 

It is to be expected that a ohange bo radical as the one herein 
proposed, will meet with fierce opposition from that class whoee 
power would be restricted. Under such a ajstein of taxation it 
would be impossible to amass a fortune of a million dollars, and 
fortunes trf a million or upward would be rapidly reduoed. Men 
who at the present time are in possession of such fortunes woiild 
complain of injustioe. All laws are liable in isolated cases to do 
injustice to individuals. But laws are for the protection of the 
many, not for the advantage of the isolated few. These men 
would not be reduced to want ; they would still have left an ample 
fortune. Hie number and volume of the large fortunes have with- 
in a few years, become a threatening danger. They menace the 
business interests <A the people and the perpetuity of the. Govern- 
ment 1 Should their cry of injustioe have more consideration than 
tbe interests of fifty million people 1 Do they talk of injustice, 
when their injustioe wrecks the fortunes of others T 

It will, no doubt, be contended that Congress has no right to im- 
pose taxes in the discriminating manner proposed. Has the 
OoTCvnment any right to confiscate tbe aooumulated wealth of the 
Pirate, who has grown rich and powerful by preying upon the oom- 
merce of the seas T Tlien tbe Oovemment has the right to dis- 
arm these men who have pirated upon our industrial interesta ; 
the Oovemment has the right to make these railroad sharks, the 
big fish who have eaten up the little ones, disgorge their prey ! 
If Congress can pass tariff laws discriminating in favor of the rich, 
and against the poor ; if it oaa legislate into tbe bands of railroad 
corporations two hundred million acres of land belonging to the 
people i if it has the right to impose a tax of two cents on each 
pound of oleomargarine — the poor man's butter ; if it has the right 
to confiscate private property and turn it over to incorporated 
capitalists ; if congressmen have the right to increase their own 
. salaries, and make the law retroactive ; then they have power to 
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adopt B system of' taxation that will place the burden of govem- 
ment where it propeoly beltmga. 

And again I The Ooveniiiirait must be supported. It is perfectly 
Tight and legitimate to lev; a tax for such purpose. How it shall 
be levied is a fit subject for legislation. By taxing whiakey, tobac- 
co, and clothing, the burden is made to fall upon the poor. Hence 
our House of money Lords, consisting of less than eighty men, whose 
aggregate wealth is more than twice that number of million dollars ; 
and our House of Bepresentatives, consisting of a little more than 
three hundred members, whose aggregate wealth ie more than half 
that number of millions, have put the burden of taxation largely on 
tliose articW, The poor have borne this burden loQg and 
patiently. For many years they have seen the rich drink their 
wine free of tax, while they have aupped their tax paid beer. For 
years they have worn ooatse fabrics that paid a duty of one-hundred 
and fifty per cent., while the rich sported in broadcloth that came 
in under a duty of but fifty per cent. Is there not injustice here T 

And still again 1 This system of taxation is not unjust 1 It is 
bardensome only to those who are amply able to sustain the burden. 
The possessor of $100,000 would pay no more than he does now. 
Fortunes of two and three hundred thousand would be com- 
mon. 'What need is there for more t Is not that sufficient to give 
its possessor all the comforts and luxuries a reasonable taste 
desires t Has a hnndered thousand dollar yacht and a thou- 
sand acre park become a necessity to our aeathetio thieves t 
Host a man, because he has speculated in grain, make a 
monkey show of his eBtabliBbment,and put gold buttonson his liveried 
servants t Must he ape the style of his English prototype while 
thousands of his fellow men eke out a miserable existence in this 
land of equality T 

The middle classes, men of moderate means who own their 
homes are the best citizens of the country. The possession of a 
home makes a man patriotic. The interests of his country are 
identical with his own. In time of war thet e men are the bone and • 
sinew of the nation. The strength and safety of our government 
is in proportion to the number and stabOity of this class. Every 
reasonable encouragement should be given by the govemmEmt to in- 
(Urease their numbers. The tendency of immense fortunes is to 
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cmmmscribe aod reduce ttiis dus. The eDormons rates of interest 
charged for tlie use of money; the extravagant freight rates; t^e 
burdensome taxation for the support of State and municipal goTem- 
ment, together with duties and other oppreseiTe burdens, ore oon- 
Btaiitly pushing the unfortunate to the wall. Forcing them to sacri- 
fice their homes, and increasing that great class, — the homeless. 
At the same time these great and useless fortunes creat« a dissatis- 
fied feeling among the people from Trhich they have been absorbed,, 
that makes a strong goTemment necessary for their protection. 

"WbeD the tomahawk and scalping knife was a nightly dread, 
when kings taxed tea, appointed Governors, and pressed men 
into military serrice, it was said that " GoTemments were Institu- 
ted among men for the protection of life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happinesB." We are now living in another atmosphere. The 
king is feared no more. The Preethgang has passed away and the 
tomahawk was long since buried. New dangers and new fears sur- 
round us. Governments are now instituted among men for the 
protection of property. The howling savage no longer covets the 
blood of the settler, nor reddens the mid-night sky with his burn- 
ing cabin. The Government no longer protects hfe. Its 
maohinery is too slow for the protection of virtue. The man with 
a snug home, and a true and loving famUy, has little need for pro- 
tection. His own quick eye, stout heart, and ready hand are the 
"beet protection for life, liberty, and happiness that the world 
has ever known." It is men of vast wealth who most need 
protection. Men whose interests extend beyond the limits of 
their own personal supervision. Men who have something that others 
oovet interests they owmot protect themselves. Should they not pay 
for this protection. Should the poor be made to guard the aocnm- 
ulatione of the rich T 

It is time Congress was divorced from the Lobl^. Members of 
State Legislatures that become the jumping jacks of railroad mag- 
nates should be driven from the Capitol. Avarice should no longer 
mle. 

The people have submitted to this treatment long enough. If 
they longer kneel to receive the burden, it is their own fault, they 
have the remedy in their hands. They can vote as oft«n and 
their votes count as much as the vote of the wealthiest man in 



^yGooi^lc 



16 THB IBREPRSSBtBLE QONFLIOT. 

the land, aod tlieir rnnaben we as the abodes of want to the 
palaoea of wealth. 

Itis thought by some to be impoBsible to obtain legiBlation that will 
oircumsoribe the power of vast and united wealth. Its possessora 
are said to be able to adTanoe arguments bo powerful that no oppo- 
sition can cootrovert them, they are believed to possess influences 
so subtle that do man can reeist them. Let men be chosen for the 
delicate and important duty now before us, whose lives have been 
a guarantee of their integrity and courage, Let them be nomina- 
ted and elected on a platform so plain and coneise, that he who 
runs may read, and if any prove traitors to the great interests 
-submitted to their keeping, let the indignation oL aa outraged pub- 
lic find swift and sore expreasion. 



EKD OF XkXS 1. 
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IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT. 



PART n. 

The introduction of steam and electricity in transportatioii and 
busineBS, baa revolutionized the physical condition of the world. 
This revolution has ooma upon ue so suddenly that we, as a 
people, have given little thongfat to the great inteiests involved. 

In giving franchises and making grants to railroad corporations 
we have unwittingly plac«d in their hands a dangerous power. 
These franchises were given, oetensibly, to afbrd fadlitiee of travel 
and transportation to the people of f^e country tiirougfa which the 
line traversed. 

I^rge grants of puUio lands were made fbr the purpose of en- 
couraging entoprises that were too weak to go alone. 'With the 
development of the coimtry, these enterprises have grown rich and 
powerful 

In their dealinfrs vrith the public they have become haughty and 
overbearing. They have assumed to be the masters of the people 
instead of their servants. These corporations are inveterate beg- 
gars, — they are continually asking Legislatures and CJongress for 
gifts and grants and priviliges which no private individual 
would ever hope to obtain. The Legislatures of States, and 
Congress itself, are cooBtaotly subject to the annoyance Of a lobby 
Trhidi represents their interests, and grows more insdent as the 
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corporatioDB grow powerful. Nor is tliis subtle influeooe confined 
to the Legifil&tive branohes of CcoremmetiL It extends to every 
branch and permeates every spot or place where infinenoe ooii be 
made available Farmers, manufacturers, tradesmen, laborers,— in 
short, the masses, have no power to meet these aggressions; no 
way to counteract them. They stand supinely and see their trusted 
servants bought ; thoir rights and privileges trafficked in, without 
so much as offering a protest. Ihey have become used to being 
imposed upon and hardly dream of standing up against it, even 
when their farms are ruined by running aoorporatlon road diagonally 
through them ; or they are politely asked to move their bouses. 

These railroad compauies, nursed by grants of- land, and en- 
couraged by Legislation, have grown to gigantic proportions by 
fleecing the very people through whose bounty they were brought 
into being, and allowed to exist 

The railroad magnate is to-day the feudal U>rd of the New Wcnrld. 
The oconmon farmer is as completely subject to his caprice as were 
the tenantry to the feudal lords of the Old World. When he fixes 
his tariff on freight, he establishes the price of wheat or pork at 
the farmer's home. By combinationa among railroad companies, 
speculation in the food products of the country is made a certainty ; 
and both producer and consumer are compelled to pay tribute to their 
avarice. This condition permeates every branch of business, every 
channel of trade. 

All feel the draft of extortion. Farmers, once the most prosperous 
and independent people of our country, find it hard to fight against 
the blighting curse. The laboring classes feel most keenly its ^ect ; 
the vitaUty of the whole country is sapped for the ignoble purpose 
of adding a few tacire millions to the wealth of a class who produce 
nothing, and who are already tioh,^-enoFmously, uselessly, crimi- 
nally rich. 

The need for a change in the management of our Government is 
everywhere attested by the popular feeling. Men of all classes agree 
that there is a " screw loose " somewhere, — and men poesesing clear 
judgement and forethought, find no difficulty in discovering the 
particular part ot our pohtical machinery which is out of order. 
As the great danger which threatens our country, they point with 
one accord to monopoly. 

This opinion is wide-spread, and steadily gaining ground. 
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The views of prominent men in regard to this subject are clearly 
set forth in the quotations Irom speeches, writings, and sermons 
which are given in the following pages. These quotations are not 
from unreliableB sources, — they are not the production of disordered 
brains, — but the result of careful study, by thoughtful, candid men, 
who have at heart the beat interests of our country. 



OPINIONS OF PROMINENT MEN: 



EOCKWELL. 

The following address is a valuable contribution to the cause of 
equal rights. It should be read by every American citizen. The 
speaker has proved his patriotism by years of service in the war of 
the Rebellion. He has proved bis intelligence by the masteiiy 
manner in which he has handled his subject, and he has proved faia 
independence and courage by boldly striking at the most powerful 
and mc»t dangerous enemy of our country. 

The whole address will be found in the Harrisbnrgh, (Pa.,) TeU- 
gram, of June 6th, 1886: 



( ADDBUa DEUTEBXD AT WATXtU.1, WW TOBC, 
BT HAJOB B. B. SOCKVEU^ MAT 30lB, 1886. 

Ilore &xji a qoarter of a oeutat; bu elnpaed linoe the time vhea tlia Etmegla 
of ideas and priDoipIen CDlminated in war vith the firing upon Tort Snmter, and 
great change* have been nronght in sooial oondilions Noith and South. Ovr 
great matarial proaperitj ; the unprecedented grovth of wealth, and especiattj 
ri labor saving machinery whereby through the poTerofBt«iimoneilian is enabled 
to accomplish in some departments more than a handled could accomplish b«- 
for« ; the growth of oar great corporations ooatroUing long hoes of traffla ; 
the increased tine and number of our great oitiee, with their oommerM 
abd ' mannfactorea, have all brought new problami and aoBdiliaaa, 
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which Bhoold caoM the thoaghtfn) to ptoder. Before the war indi' 
vidnal enterpriBeB and efforts were the mle. Gre&t fortunes were laie. I^ige 
tigBKgatioiui of wealth wielded by a (ingle head constitated no meiuuiDe to tlie 
prosperity of the people. The war crj of the party that elected Abraham Lin- 
ooht president, was free speeofa, free homes, and free men. The great eipause 
of prairie and nplandithe richest the mm ever Hhona npon, lay waiting the ad- 
vance of Qie husbandman, a rioh inheritenoe for the people which it vas hoped 
and expected woold be devoted to their uae for the building ap of happy and 
proepetons homes and oommmiitlee. Bnt that expectation has not been realized . 
The inheritance has been wasted and fallen into the hands of greedy speoalaton 
who have devoted it to bonanza farms and mammooth cattle ranches, where the 
owner dwells not npon the soil and the evils of absentee landlordism, 
against which the Irish people are even now stmggling. are gaining a strong 
and sure foothold. With the advance of population came the need of 
increased facilities for transportalion. Great corporations were formed which 
reached ont and seized those vnloable franchisee only to ose them for their ag- 
grandizment and without regard to the people's welfare. Tfaeir motto was, get 
all yon ran in the way of public rights and franchises— grants of land and of 
money —Bales of stock and loons npon bond and mortgage. Bnild your roads, 
wreck your corporations ; buy in the proper!; for a song ; freeze oat the little 
fish and start over again ou a new basis. Consolidate, aggregate yonr capital; 
pnrohase legislstioo and judges ; employ the best legal talent bo that the laws 
may be made and construed entirely in yoni own favor. Put on all the tariff 
that the oonntry will bear, az in other words moke the farmers, producers snd 
business men tribotat; to your interest, by takii^ all the prodncts of their labor 
which yon desire, snd leaving them simply a snbsistence. Thus it has coma 
about tlint whole commumtiee spread over vast areas of country, I might al- 
most say the population of whole States, have, to a certain extent, been brought 
under the power and control of ooe man or set of men, who hold in their hands 
the aggr^ations of wealth acquired in this manner. Their great anmce of em- 
ployes, as well as the farmers and the dtizeos of the towns along their linec^ are 
powerless to withstand their exactions. Men or corpomtions who practically 
monopolize the bnsiueBB interests of whole communities must come to realize 
that they owe to thoee commonities and to tbeir patrons end employes dntiee 
which as yet have not received 0>e ssncUon of law. They must come to realize 
that their employee and patrons have rights morally, which will have to be 
morally and legally recognized. They must realize that the poesetsion and 
control of great corporate rights and franchisee of the highest value, brings with 
it corresponding duties and responsibilities, which they must be willingto assume 
and bear. So long as they continue to refuse to reot^pize these (ruths, so long 
there wiU be trouble and discontent snd social confusion, evidenced by snch out- 
bursts Bs we have recently seen in New Tork,Cbicago,andStLoaia and the South- 
west. The worst classes of the community will be coDstnntly on the alurt to take 
advantage of every disturbance, and by their lawteesnesa, violence, snd disorder 
constitute a standing menace to the best interests of property, bnsinese, and labor. 
EVquent contests between annccliiets end policemen, in which first one side and 



3y Google 



SHALL AVARICK BULK f 23 

thee Uia othel gnta Iheiiest of it raoDot fnil to wenken the general respeot for law 
Mtd order. There would be no aach contetta if the Inbor and equality tor which 
onr fathers in the Berolntion and our oonuBdes in the rebeUkm gave their lires 
were gn>r>uil«^ to "vei^ honest citizen. It Congress and legislatDree and the 
oouits^ nnblued and anoontroOed by the power of money, should diioharge 
their duties under the ConstitDtion with an eye single to the maintenauoe of 
liberty and equality a remedy would coon be fonnd for all existiug evils In onrsooinl 
system. It is to this end we ahoDld labor. The cure mnst come, not through 
aolB of lawleseness and disorder,, not throi^h rioting and boycotting, but through 
peaceful and lawful methods in the discharge of duties and the exercise of the 
h^h privileges of American cilzenship. It mnst oome thnmgh edncntion, o^nn- 
iEation,and co-operntioQ. Aggregated and organized capital used by its possesson 
from motives of self-interest atone have bronght about these evils. Agfiregated 
and organized labor is capable of producing the cure, if it shall act iutenigoutly, 
discreetly, and with moderation. Intelligently and discreetly in seelcing out 
and discriminating the true sources of evil, and with moderation, by controlling 
aelflahnees and seeking and workiog tor that only which it is honestly and Justly 
entitled to. There is no "impending criBis" which may not be averted by 
wisdom, intelligence, and moderation. There is no "iiteprueible oonSict" be- 
tween <apital and labor. The evils which afflct onr body poUtic may and can, 
and I believe, will be cured without reeortdng to the beoiio remedy of war. 
Never more, I trust, shall we see the men and boys of this oonntry standing 
with glittering rows of bnmished steel, engaged in deadly conflict as wire our 
comrades and their brethem of (he South during the war of the RebellioD. 
Never more I trust shall the wives and mothers and sisters of this land be called 
to monra their loved ones striken down in fratricidal strife. Never more let 
US hope shall the boundaries of the "God's Acres" that we to^ay garland be 
extended to receive the victims of a new ciril war. Uny we never again see 
the hand of brother raised i^tninst brother in deadly conflict between two great 
ocmlending social forces. Let greed and selfishness and monopoly and corruption 
CO the one hand , and passion, violence, and hatred on the other panxe betide 
the graves which the nation adorns to-day and count the coat of selfish, 
headlong, and inoondderote action, of disregard for human rights and human 
equality. Let thelivee, servtcee, and sacrifices of onr depd comrades still continue 
to be an influence for good in the settlement of new questions which have pre- 
sented themselves since the flnal dispcmtion of the grent issue in which they laid 
down their Uvea. They taught us the great cost and the grent worth of 
American citzenship and American equality ; let us not forget the lesson. It 
was a glorious work to unloose the fetters from the limbs of 4, 000,000 of chattled 
slaves; to reunite a dissevered union and to insure the supremacy of our national 
Qovernment and free instdtntlons over this broad bind. But it still remains to us 
to see that the Qovernment shall be one which shntl bring Qxe greatest good 
to the greatest number, that tiur free institutions sluill be free not only in name, 
bnt in (act, and that every citizen shall be insured the blessing of life, liberty, 
and the pu>suit^of happiness. 
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n. 

THE WOELD. 

This is from the editorifkl columiiB of tb« New York World of 
July ITth, 1886. The indspendent spirit erinced belies the pre- 
-v&iling opinion, that all our great newspapers are under the influence 
of moQopolf : 



The actioa of the oonrts in this comktry within the post few moutbE has been 
sonieaiitigof a revelation to those iilio thoagbt th&t the ripbtsof free laboioould 
be inlerfeied with, and openly sdTOcated \xtjooUa dedgned to rain individoate, 
indnlgad in witb impunity. Decimona have been nndered and conTiatioDS 
aecnred wliich h&ve changed in moat mindB the entire ohaiaoter ol tits situation 
in this teepecL An important phase of the law baa been -rindioated. A clan of 
wiong-doera baa fallen under its ban. The acta of this claaa which involTed 
-violenoa are not to be defended, and ;et it ii not to be forgotten that there was a 
great and peniicions inflnence which had mnch to do with prodndng theuL Cii- 
cnmatancea enabled tills Inflnence to enjoy a trlniQph. They gave Jay Ooidd 
and others the opportnnity to wrap themselvee in Uia American flag and poae as 
the champions of a jnst canae. 
The laboring men who took an illegal stand knew that they w^e beingwronged 
in some way, bat they ooold not tell joat how. It ia to remedy Oda wrcmg that 
another vindication of Hielaw is neoee&ary. The poor olTendera against society 
have been met ; it isnow for the foil energy of onr civilization to addren itself 
in the other direction and show the laboring classes that it is not they alone 
whose transgre«sionB the law can reach. They see corporations man^uig State 
and mnnicipal Ii^slaturea and Congress itself. They see them emplopng the 
beat legal talent, adopting the plan of securing delays on technicaltiea which 
involve eipenses fatal to the canae of proaecutions, poeaeteing social inflnences 
[to say nothing of apparent cormptioii) with Jadgea, and, more than all, they 
rarely aee the menus bronght to bear, fail. And for what do the cotpotatiouB 
make nee of all theae deviona ways 7 Simply to gain the power to take from the 
community of which the laboriag man ia the principal part, money which they 
do not earn. They obtain this throngh excessive charges for Bervioee render- 
ed, attemptii^; to evade the appearence of nndne profit by over-capitalization. 
This sort of drain on the prodnotive energy of the conntry is immeasnrably 
greater than Oovemmental burdens. 

Is it strai^ tliat the laboring man loses respect for law which stzikes him, 
bat aeems to be the creatore of the many-titne-millionaire railroad magnates? 
Wonld it be atrange if at some time in the f ntnre, weary of the continned ex- 
tortion and growth of theae planderers, and despairing of joatioe through onr 
institationa, he shonld revolt ? It hiatoiy teaches any one lesson it is that them 
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is a day of Kokoniiig for this kind of oppreHJon. Look ;oa men who luTe taken 
fnwchiset— by what means yon know beet— from the people to bleed them with, 
and ask jooiBelTes if there it no robbery here. Om l^islative bodies and our 
conrts mtut be freed from the oorrnpt inflnenoeB of these mea They are to have. 
no more than joat lecompetise tbrongfa honest means. Hera is a live political 
iBane to gnqiple with, and it can not and shotild Tiot be avoidad. 



nx 

BALTIMORE AMERICAN. 

ACT HI THE UVmO PKESEHT. 

With the constant advance of labor-saving machinery the ranks of onskilled 
labor are as constanly reinforced. Every mecbasie wboee Berrices are dispensed 
with by the intervention of machinery becomes a recmit to the vast army of 
those who are aniiotu and eapable of working at manoal employment. Thns 
thooe men swell the ranks of car drivers, ditchers, railroad bmldeie, laborers and 
helpers at anything reqairing muscle and supplying bread. TUs is the great 
volume of needy hnmamty whioh is increasinB in size and anTiety every day. 
Into it talk the discharged or idle mechanic, the honest yonth who is denied a 
trade or a sitoatton, the hnr^^ or nnfortnnate of all classes and all races. And 
hence it holds the largest part of the popnlatioa of onr citiee. Theconstant tide of 
foreign immigiution, ship loads of poor, Tinskilled and unemployed are landed 
weekly, andtheee regiments come from the cities, no longer from the agricaltaral 
districts, of the Old World. Whether they are skilled mechanics or not, they 
mnst earn bread the moment they land, or appeal to pnblic ehftritj-. And they 
hunt with famished eyes for any and every job that will give them temporary - 
relief. Thns they underbid even the poorly paid who are already here, at least 
imtil they can do better. Corporations, firms, and individoals take thisraw labor 
in, because it is pressing and cheap and the nnskilled laborers slieady here are 
left starving. The very mass who need some protection is the very one that is 
not protected at all. 

Is it wonderful that anarchists, nihihBtB,and dynamiters find ready msterikl of 
which to eonstruct desperadoes? Every ship loed that comes displaces so many 
who ore already here. Shoald there not be a tariff on labor, so as to 0ve that 
whioh we have a chance to secure a living and work its way higher in the scale 
of fanroanity ? The poor working women who get a dime a day are crowded by 
fresh importations, which will work for eight cents before they will starve. The 
Strong arm that wields the pick for a dollar most stand aside for a scowling 
Italian who will take the job for ninety or eighty or seventy cents. 
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There te where the immigration Rhoepinchea and there iswhere diooontent wilt 
grow into danger with ever; unheeding year. The fint qrmtomB of a mightj 
oataclyem are npou tm now. The runble ia heard from the ignorant, hnngry, 
and oppreued. It is already threatening onr political as well as our indnstrial 
system. What will it do when it breaka like a olond-bDiBt on the land ? kia 
we doing wiBely, mnch lese justly, in driving mote nails into Ihe hands of cruci- 
fied labor? Are we not inviting the catastrophe we onght to avert 7 Check 
this popnlar ndnlteration, this Btondy inpoar, pnd let oa Americanize and civilize 
what we have. Iiet ns build up a great American repablio, where person and 
property and liberty will be safe and the people contented and happy. 

Imported labor is not bo very much to blame for erowding its 
yia.j into plaoee where bread is to be won. Th«re is room in the ~ 
world for all. With any reasonable opportunities for an equal 
chance, the neceesities of life and comfort would be Touohsafed to 
each and ever; one. But when a million men approjniate to them- 
selves one-half the world, the other 999 million are crowded. When 
nine-tenths of the world's work ia done b; machinery under the 
direction and ownership of a million monopolists the other tenth 
does not aSbrd employment or remuneration for 999 million hands ; 
nor will the wages obtained feed so many mouths. The use of 
labor-aaving machinery should be made to lighten the labor of man 
and increase his comfort. It should not be devoted to piling up vast 
wealth in the bands of the few. Let the million toilers come, but 
drive away the millionaires. 



From a sermon delivered by the Bev. Heber Newton, at his 
church in New York, July, 1886. 

A aiUVB D4N0ER THHBATEN3 ODK WBTITUTIONS. 

"Capital and labor are alike recruiting for the aniiiee of anarchism, Hunger 
is always savage. The man who sees wife and children crying for food is rtot 
Apt to mesanie consequences carefnlly. The man who lifts his two fiogeis to 
order ont hnndreds of hauda and leave them in Idleness ia eoliating followers tor 
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UoHt. Tbe order of the uniou that oaea tbs strike careleBsly mnst bold itself i;i 
part reHpcmsible for the deapeiation vhlch the Anarchist tnrna into bomb. The 
association of enplojreis whioU wages warn, at agtiinst the abusee oi labor orgnniz- 
ations, bat ^[sinst their edeteuce, mnet hold itaelf in part responsible foi the 
mnseqneDoe? that follow. 

' ' Nor ia thie all oor dai^r. Back of onr embittered workingmen, back of 
their monstrous campfollowii^, stand the great rabble of the criminal popnlatioii 
of onr cities. We moat never fo^ettbatjnstbeueutli the fi\ir surfaca of onr 
civilization there is a genuine barbariBm ; that below the New York which we 
know there is a city of criminals, a villanoiis popalation erer ready to swarm to 
the aorface whea the mechanism of society comes to a standstill. Let the arm 
•of the law be paralyzed for a few days ; let travel be stoppeil and cnmmuuication 
be cnt off while mobs are in onr streets , and who can Tcntiire to predict the 
scenes that may ensne ? 

"These Tisions are sombre enongh, bnt they are not the darkest shadows iutlie 
background for the caose of humanity. Society will survive sncb shocks, thongU 
onr streets mn in blood. Order will be restored end civilization will be mun- 
tained ; hat are we sore that Ihe repnblio will not disappear, as again and again 
republics have thus disappecred P No one who reads history with his eyes open 
should be blind to the fact that through just such eiperieuoee the greatest repub- 
lics of antiquity perished. Greece established eqnal political rights for all her 
citizens, but failed in developing eqoality of conditions. Growing economic 
inequalitieB with the growing social inequalities thus Involved rent each Greek 
«ity into olassr«, between which a deepenmg strife ensued. Borne tells tbe same 
-story. Out modem world bos not escaped the ancient danger. It tends towards 
ilemocrBc; ; yet democrocy, while realizmg political equality, fails thus far t/' 
realiseany approach to equality of economic and socinl condition*. Already at 
tbe end of onr first centennial we bear the whispers, out of which may come the 
f iilfihueut of Mncaulay's prophecy. It would not require many panios for pro- 
perty to cry aloud for some strong man to come forth as the savionr of societj-. 
The Coup (T etat would be easily wrought The old form of freedom might con- 
tinne, as the old form of liberty continues In Borne— the ghost of a dead republic. 
I am not an alarmist. Bnt reading history and watching the signs of the : Imes. 
tome it seems plain that we are blindly drifting into no less serions dangers (ban 
these which I have ontlined. Sociely, therefore, must needs coll on both sides 
of tbe conflict to pause before the lists are drawn, and contemplate the issue of 
such a campaign. Each side is more or lees at fault. The easeutinl fault of 
capital, as it seems to me, is its failure to recognize that we are in the m;dst of 
A period of an economic social traDsition. Our centnry has witnessed a re- 
viJution of industry and trade through the development of mechanism and the 
harnessing of nature's forces. It is indispensible to a public that the mass of 
the people should be ecotiomically free and thus be loyal to the social order. 
Whatever developments are necessary to secure something like an equitable dis- 



3y Google 



28 THE JRBBPRBS8IBLB COSKLICT. 

tribotion of weoUli and to proride for the economio freedom of labor mnst b« 
•odg^ bj tfaow who have the welfue of the notum nun« at beart than penonal 
aggtaDdnmemt or the phfiligw of a cteas. " 

The Bev. Heber NewtoD delivered three eermonB on this rubjeot 
which were widely published by the periodicals, and produced a pro- 
found impressian. His words have put the middle classes to think- 
ing. The idea that there is something in the great labcv mor^nents 
of the day besides socialism, anarchy and dynamite is gaining 
ground. The idea that labor leagues ore alone respondble for the 
depression in business and the unsettled state of the public mind ia 
on the wane. A few more Heber Newton's, a few m(a« auch 
sermong, and the great commercial and agricultural interests of 
the nation will rise up and put STarioe under foot 



We ore feeing the weight of Corporate power. Their extortions 
must no longer go unchecked. 

LESISLITIOH DEIUKDED. 

The Deed of intelligent and effective legiglation od the port of goveruiug bodiefi 
to deflnd and limit the priTilegen thej grant ia clear to any one vho will take 
the trouble to examine the Hitnstion. 

The bnnneM miui teBldlog in the npper part of this city breakfasts in the mora 
ing on food the cost of which is enhanced h; an exc«a» of transportation charges- 
that goes to paj interest on capital which never had on; existence except on 
papsi. Be rides downtown on the EloTat«d road, paying at least twice as moch. 
as be shonld, beoanse Uw property has been oTer-capitalized to twice or thriceita 
teal Talae . He receives a number of telegrams on business costing him as moch 
more than they should as is necessary to pay diTidends on the * ' water " of the 
telegraph rompanies. Ee takes in and sends ont goods at freight ohai^ies regn^ 
lated to pay tribute to similar false representations of inTestmeot. If he is an 
importer be pays taxes on these goods to the General Oovemnient part of which 
goes into the pockets of the managers of two corporations which jiiat now ow» 
the people ^109, 000,000, have bled them of mnoh mace,iind are striving for Euztheir 
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plnnder. Gtring home he l^hts his gna, which he pajB tor at a lat* Mlenktcd to- 
peld the gas ccmpan; good interest on abcmt three times the fur oost of the planL 

And this kind of ertoTJion, protected by law, is not from bnsiiieBS men aloue, 
but from every man, woman, and child in the country. The drain in the aggre- 
gate ia immense and depleting in a national sense. In whose hands are the en- 
ormoutf private fortunes in the United Btal«s? Pick out the yast estates, and ex- 
cept perhaps in one notable instanoe their excess over and above » reasonable 
retnm for abiKty and enterprise comes from the abase of corporative powers. 
Onr remarkable general prosperity as a people has enabled this species of ei- 
tortioa to go loiter nucheoked than it otherwise would. We have prospered 
in s[dte of it, but jnst now we are feeling its we^ht . The process of making 
"something ont of nothing," as the varions formsof "watering "stock are called 
is merely making it otit of the commnnity withont earning it The privileges of 
overchargiiig and other nndne favors from governments, national. State and 
mnnicipal, are gained hy more or lees cormpt personal Inflnenoes. To stop this 
is the hercolean labor for the people of this age to perform. — New Twk W<yrld, 
Jnfy 12, 1886. 

If the need of the sjrstem of taxation set forth in part first were 
not already ai^Mocot, the abjve M-tioIe would oonstitute a Btronff 
argameot in it£ fa'vor. Its adoption ttUI enable the " people of this 
age" easily to perform the " herculean labor set. b«fore them." 



CONaBESSIONAL LEGISLATION. 



SELF-INTEREGT AND IM THE INTEBESTS OP 
BPECDIATOBS. 

A resolution pertaining to Oovernment finances was introduced 
by Mr. Morrison, and bronght before Congress for discDSBton July 
13th, 1886, which plainly shows the drift of Legislation as conduct- 
ed by oar millionaire members. The resolution is given below, 
and quotations made from the speeohee cA three of the members, 
one for, and two against the resolution. It is hardly necessaiy to 
inform thd reader that the negative speeches were made by members 
poBseseed of vast wealth, who have money to lend, or who are inter- 
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eatod in oorporatioiiB whose basineaa it is to make Iobdb. A nmn 
need not be a member of Googress, or even a money lender, to under- 
stand that the withdrawal of money from circulation makes it scarce 
among the people, makes interest high, makes it harder to borrow, 
and easier to lend. Henoe, scarcity makes good times tor bankers, 
and lenders, but hard times for borrowers. 
Here ia the resolution and what oome of it : 



BOUBB OF BEPUEBEITUTITSB, IWt 13, 1B86. 

The House Uiea went into Committe ot the Wliole on the MorrUon nirpliu 
Intiim, which is bb folloWB : 

TbU vhaDSTw tb« aarplna or bUuice ia the Tmaai;. Inclndliw ■mouiit held (or n- 
daiDptlou ot Onltcd Stilsa aola. shill nesed the lum of ona handled miULoni of dolUn, It 
flhall be ud Uhsrebr liud« Iha dnt; of tha HecretMr ot the TntKorj to upply lueh eiceH, lo 



piyioant or tbs Intereat bnrlng Indebtadim o! tha Unltsd Stitea, pkjuble U tha Dptlan or 
the OOTiniaieDt'' * 

Mr. Morrison said that all the money in the conntr; smoiuit«d to $1,656,000,- 
000 ; of this 9625,000,000, or more than oue-thira of sU the mone; in the 
conntr;, wu in the TreaBOty. At the time the Joint resolntion had I>ean intro- 
duced, there was a snrplns in the TreaaiUT of $100,000,000. Of this at>oat $28,- 
000,000 was nnavailable, being made ap of fractional coio. So that all the 
money that wonld be reached nnder the reeolntion wonld be aboat $70,000,000. 
It would make productive Ihst vbicb was now nnproductiTe and useless. It 
would do something towards making money a little cheaper ; it would save Ihe 
Oovemment something In interest, and more than that, it would take away some 
of that temptation which led men to vote large appropriations and make improvi- 
dent expenditures." 

In the hands of Mr. Morrison this resolution has a straight and 
decent look. It seems to be an honest effort to put a part of the 
millions now lying idle in the treasury into circulation, to relieve 
the Oovemment from paying interest, and make money easier 
among the people. 

Now see what the next speaker says : 

Mr. Bisoook (New York), said that the resolution declared praotioalljr that 
United States bonds should be paid in Bilver dollars and the world would ho 
understand it It was praotioall; impossible to execute the Joint resolution with- 
out osing the stiver dollars, all of them possibly, because all the eorplus was in 
Bilver. He did not hesitate to Bay that it was repudiation. It was a violation of 
the spirit of the law to pay the bonds in silver. At the time they were issued 
the ouly coin known in the country was gold. 
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It ma now proposed to f orca a oheapened q(hd upon nnviUing orediton. Th» 
resoliition vat nnpotriolio and itn aot of repndiation, and it vm preesed, as it 
BMmed to hi*", tiotn a single deure to lepndlote without any benefit to follow 
eitlieT to the Onremmeut or the people. 

Hr. Hiscoak piooeeded to point out the dangers which he UBorted wonld at- 
tend the passage of the Tesolntion. Ooremmeiit, State, mnnioipal, and other 
obligations of the Dnited States were held abroad to the amoant of 91,260,000,- 
000. It tbis resolntiou was passed and the Qovemment bonds paid in silTez, 
those obligations when not speoifloially payable In gold,woaldbeTetnnied to this 
country. The foreign capitalists would no longei' hold tliem to take the ehance 
of further depreciation in Qie metal in vbioh they were to be paid, and the 
tnrther sale of secoreties abroad would cease. In many other aspects this qoea- 
tioD was fraoght with dtinger. At the best in adopting the pending lesidotlon, 
OougresB wonld be trying a very dangerous experiment, one that might bring 
disaster and roin to the people, and one that tlie adminisbation felt justified in 
advisii^ agunst and of^KKdng. " 

This speaker ie tbe exponent of the bfinbing and monejr 
lending powers. NotwithBtancling sUver has been a standard money 
the world over for more than three thousand jeara, and wbb nerer 
discredited until the present era of rampant speculation, this man 
sent by the people to represent their intorea'H in the sacred halls of 
Ij^islation, stands up before Congress and deliberately gives voioe 
to theories fabricated for the purpose of circumscribing the oir- 
culation of money. He would dishonor a metal of which our country 
produces more than all the rest of the world. He would make 
the OoTemment directly instrumental in withdrawing mont^ from 
circulation by keeping one third of the circulating medium of tbe 
whole country in its vaults. And in whose interest is this 
kind of legislation supposed to to be T Is it for the benefit of the 
People » 

Our bond holding, money lending speculators, who go up before 
Congress in much tbe same way as the devil went up into the 
mountain and in tbe same spirit offtir to give away what is not their 
own, make it their business to tie up money ; — to make a comer in 
money. The only way possible to do this is to reduce the volume 
in circulation. Not one-quarter of the money in the country is in 
cdrculation to-day. The Government holds more than five hundred, 
millions ; the bankers five hundred mtlliond more ; the insurance 
companies, "stockings and secret hiding places" half of tbe 



^yGooi^lc 



32 THE IliREPRESSIBLE UONFLIGT. 

rttmainder. This leaves leea than three hundred millions in actual 
circnlation among the people, nearly half of which is silver. With 
the money of the oountiy thus coopered up, what a Ood-send it would 
be to tbe^e speoulatorp, if silver could be demonetized [ It waa tried 
in 1873, -with exactly the result expected. The homes of the mid- 
dle classes were sacrificed to greed and avarice by tens of thousands. 

There has never been a time when tbere nag so much good 
honest par money in the oountry as within the last five years. Nor 
has there ever been a time when tfaer« was ao little in olrculation 
among the business people as now. This is brought about by 
systematio hoarding to which millionure members of Congress 
^ve aid by making the government a part^ to the n^arious busi- 
ness. 

To some it may appear strange that money lenders should hoard 
their money and lose the use of it, instead of loaning it at six per 
«ent. The debts of the country, all told amount to more than 
15,000 millions of dollars, or ten times the volume of money in the 
country. If by hoarding, the money lenders can raise the rate of 
interest one per cent, the increased interest on the indebtedness 
wonld pay ten per cent on every dollar so hoarded as well as that 
in circulation. 

If all this hoarded capital were put into oiroulation, and if the 
government should scatter the five hundred millions lying idle in 
its vaults, aod the free coinage of silver ware adding one bundred 
millions a year frcHn the product of our mines, is it to be supposed 
that interest would long remain at six per cent * Certainly not, 
and no one understands it batter than our self-bribed representatives 
in Congress. None better than they know that such a course 
would nuike the country prosperona, and enable those who owe, to 
pay. But it would also put into the hands of capitalists a vast 
amount of idle money which to be productive would have to be put 
to some use. Nothing is bo profita^ as money at interest when 
the rate is high. Hence the fight of Capital against the distribu- 
tion of the money of the Government. 

The faimer who owes a sum equal to one-half the value of his 
farm and stock, may work hard and live eoouomioally, but 
in times like these he will lose bis farm to the capitalist, nina 
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timeB ont of iea. Interest at aix per cent, will eat up all his 
gftiDB. He becomes the vassal of his creditor. He loses his home, 
and one more is added to the great army that creeps under the 
rich man's table after crumbs. 

This stoiy ia being repeated in tears aud spba every day of 
onr lives. And yet BTorice, sly and cunning, unprincipled and 
aggressive, plots and plans to make these dollars scarce and high, 
and hard to get ; and they find tools in Congress ready made to 
<Arry on their cursed work. 

This quotation is dwelt upon at length, not because it U remark- 
able or exceptional, but was simply taken from the first newspaper 
that came to hand when the author wished to illustrate the general 
tone of Congressional legislation. There is plenty more like it. 
Here is one delivered the same day by another millionaire. It is 
subtle and cunnmgly worded, but taken in connection with the other, 
the cloven foot of avarice discloses itself to the most casual 
observer. 

nxwirc'B SPEECH OH uobbibon'b BUBPLra BeaoLttnoK iult 13, 1886. 

Ut. Hewitt made a Btiong speech Bgaiust it. He gaid there were to-day idle 
in New York more tlian$75,0p0,000uuemployed capital If that capital couJd 
be made proStable it woald be employed. If this {176,000,000 came from the 
Tteastir; it would not be given to men who were short of means. It wontd bo 
given to bondholdecs, who would simply pocket the prooseda in a market already 
aboanding with capital, nnd not a single htunan being vonld be employed by 
reaeon of the release. 

The aiBOiint <^ gold in the Treasury on the 4th of Mareh. 1885. had been 
9136,000,000. Tliie was a smaller sum than had ever been in the Treasury in 
g<dd since the reaumptiou of specie payments. It was steadily numing down.and 
public confidence was gone. The hoarding of gold had begun, not by the 
masses of tbe people, not in the stookin^p^ not in the eectet hiding-places, but 
by the masters of finance, the men whose bnsinesa it wna to handle milUona 
They had begtm to prepare for the hour of dai^er. Be knew three of the 
greatest institnUone in the city of New York (he would not name them least he 
Bho3ld bring down upon them tbe oondemnation of less enlightened men) that 
had Bccomulated moie than ¥35,000,000 in gold as a preparation for the cbtuige 
Ihey thought was coming. 

The men of New York were regarded as selfish and as being careleea of the 
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general interests of the oountr]'. The men o( New York occupied (he powtion 
the; held bj the divioest eight — the right that came from knowle^^ and ability. 
They were gathered in New York from ever; StAte in the UniOD. The beet 
bruns went to New York. The; bad been trained in the school of experience. 
The; ware rich because the; had made thenuelvea rich. New York had not 
nUide them rich. New York made man; a man poor but none rich ; it was- 
eimpl; the centre of exchange. It was the headwaters of the fioaiiQial oUIi^ of 
the ooaUnent When a man wag sick he sent for the doctor ; when a man was 
engaged in litigation he seat (or a hiwyer. When tJie countr; was in a bad 
financial condition what did the Hoaae do ? Three hundred and twent;-five 
gentlemen, of whom certaiut; not mote than t«n wonld pret«nd to mn a bank— 
fookstepped in where angels (eared to tread — 325 gentlemen sat down here and 
took np the meet difflcnlt and oompUcated problems of finance and, instead of 
le^alating on general principles, the; came down to specific details aa Qie; bad 
done in this resolation directii^ the Secrelor; of the Trenanr; as to how mnch 
mone; he moat keep in the Treasurf and how much he must let ont, without an; 
poeeible comprehension of the ccmdngeuciea of the future. 

"When we review this picture, is it any wonder that thiaking men, 
whose interests are at stake turn from the scene in disgust T Here 
is a i^aa clothed with power hy tlie sufferage of the people ; trusted 
by them to protect their rights from any dangers which may 
threaten, and when the time comes that his voice should be raised in 
their defence, siren like, it is raised for their destruction. It seems 
unueoessary to prick the bubble that ia blown so thin as to burst by 
reason of Its own attenuation ; but what has the 176,000,000 of idle 
money in New York to do with the Government's payment of her 
debts T Must the people be bled to the extent of four or five mil- 
lions of interest money a year because the bondholders cannot find 
profitable employment for iheir millions t Because three concerns 
in New Tork have wrested from the people $25,000,000, and are 
using it to make a comer in gold, mu'Bt the whole machinery of the 
Government be prostituted to aid them in their scheme t Because 
these Wall Street speculators and {.'amblers have made themselves 
rich by the exercise of what the speaker is pleased to term " the di- 
viueet right," must the finances of the Government be placed iu 
their slippery bands t If the country has any use under heaven for 
the three hundred and twenty-five gentlemen referred to as "fools 
stepped in where angels feared to tread," it is to exercise a care 
over the fiscal interests of the nation, and protect the people from 



^yGooi^lc 



SHALL AVARICE RULE t 35 

Uie thieves and robbers who firowl about the lobbiea It is pOBuble 
that none of these rich gentlemen who occupy seats in the tieDate 
and in the House would eteal, but members of Congress who oon- 
ooot sophistries to mislead the people, and betray them into tba 
hands of speculators and robbers, are better fitted to adorn the in- 
side of a prison than the Cttpitol of a great Republic. Such men 
are not fit to be trusted with the management of $500,000,000 of 
the People's money. 



vn. 

WORLD. 

IN A NtlTSHXEl.. 

" The Bepnblican SenatorB are in a great deal of bonblo. The; nre bHNight 
face to face vith a vet? Buuple propoeition. Thete is now in the Trenmuy Tanlts 
n dear idle eurplns of $76,000,000, which, under ei- Secretary Shermftn'B BjBtem 
of book-keeping and Treasni; atatementa, nould in &ot be about $116,000,- 
000 in exoeu ot the Note Baeerve of 9100,000,000 and ot all oatatanding liabili- 
tiea. The iioamm reeolntioD piopoeas that 'when a Burplui exUb! over and 
abore all ontstanding indebtednen and the $100,000,000 reeerre, it nhall be 
need to redeem the intereet-bearing bonds of the United Statea at the rate of $10,- 
000,000 a month. The liepabhoan Benatora are compelled to dedde whether 
they will agree to make this me of the idle iiiirpliia ot will ineiBt on keeping it 
lying nnemplc^ed in the Treasniy THiilts and inoreasing in amonnt evety mcmth. 

lie payment of $10,000,001 of debt every month means, if the miplns oon- 
tinaea, the cancellation of $120,000,000 of bonds in one year and the saving of 
$3,600,000 of interest yeaily, or nearly $10,000 a day. It wonld mean also Qie 
Tetam to circulation and to use in bu^eas of $190,000,000, instead of suffering 
it to lie idle and miremnuerative in the Treasury vaulls. 

The money in the Treasiiry belongs to the people. Pnblic opinion demands 
that thia honest and common-sense nse shall be made of the idle nuplns above 
the leserve. Private interest objects. The banks, which make a good percen- 
tage of profit out of their own circulation, want to retain tlie interest on the 
bunds which are deposited fur their cironlation. They would have to be eon- 
tented with lees interest if they had to bny long bonds. The money-lending io- 
teoests want the idle snrplns held oat of public nse. They get a better prioe for 
thdi loans while this la^e snrplns is withheld from droula^on. 
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The qnpBtloQ that boUiera the Republican Senators is whether they shall Tot« 
with the people or with the bankii^ and money lending interest to which th^ 
ore bound. This is the iasae in a untshell. It is a sham and a btunbng for a 
psrty which is ready to raid the Troasniy surplus at any moment for mbeides, 
pen^ns and all sorts of visionary schemes of eipenditare, to cry "repudiation' 
and ' ' national dishonor " whenerer it is proposed to use the same surplna for the 
payment of OUT interest-bearing debt "—The New Yodi World, July 21, 1886. 



vni. 

SUN. 

"Within the past twelve months the Treamiry, notwithstanding ita payments 
for the sinking fond, lias drawn down the bank reseire from one hundred and 
tlfty-seven millions to less than one hundred mUlions. Another twelve months, 
at the present rate of depletion, would eihanst the reserve entimly and would 
bankrupt the entire commercial community. 

We by no means favor the idea that the Treasury is to exercise a paternul 
supervision over the buunees of the country and protect it against harm. But it 
»nght not to._ interfere with the natural course of things and aggravate a natuial 
momentary stringency by lacking up gold and greenbacks as It has been doing 
for more thauayear past and as it still continues to do. It is high time its policy 
was changed. "—New York.Sun. Al^ust 19, 1886. 



OHIO DBM0C5EATIC PLATFORM. 

" We heartily approve the policy of paying out the surplus revenuee hereto- 
fore aocumnlated in the Treaeary on the interests bearing debt Every dollar of 
nnnecessary t&zation, State or national, is robbery, and in deri^tion of the 
ri^ts of the people ; an unnecessary surplus in the Treasury is an ineenUve 
to corruption and Congressionnl jobbery, and an oppresmon of the people, whose 
money is thus locked np beyond their control."— (TVom the Ohio Democratic 
Platform, 1886. 

The above is a aoimd financial doctrine. The Ohio Democrats 
might have gone further and declared that the present tightness of 
money, which va&j result in great injury to all our industries is 
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largely owing to the policy which has locked up money in the Treas- 
U17, regardless of consequenoeB. 



1881—1686. 

" The DemooiBtic Natiomtl ConTention which met in Chicago in 1884, aent 
forth TBTioos weighty reaftons why the Eepiibl:cnaB onght not to be allowed uny 
longer to BdminiBter the Government of the United Stales. 

AmoDg these reaaons the condition of the Treeatuy At thAt time was conspio- 
ons. "That change is necesaary," said the plaUorm of thnt Conventioii, "is 
pioTed by nn existing Bnrpliu) of mote than one hnndied millions of dollars, 
which hOB been yearly collected from a snSering people. " 

At that time, as appean from the official statementB of the Treaanry then pub- 
lished, the real BorpliiH was, in round flgnres, one hundred and tbirty-nine mil- 
Uous of dollars, and the exletence of so vast a body of nnased money collected 
from n saffering peoi^e, formed a conclnHive reason why the Republicans onght 
to be turned onL 

When Mr. CleTOland came in, one of the first things he did was to change the 
mode of stating the acoonnta of the Treaeniy bo that the pnbllBhad statements 
apparently, though not really, dituinished the sorplns to the extent of about a 
hondred and twenty-nine millkma. This chaise, however, does not alter the 
fact in the least, and that fact is that now, aft«r Ur. deTeland had been nearly 
eighteen months in power, the surplus, as it would be if shown by the same 
method of statement which was used under President Arthur, actually amounts 
to two hnndred and ten milliouB of dollars, or eerenty-one mil1i<ms more than it 
was when the Democratic National Conventiou adopted ita solemn declaration 
that l^e existence of such a surplus whs an offence that required the expulsion 
from power of the party responsible for il. 

The mainteniLUOe in the Treasury of this immense accumulation of unused and 
oselees money, collected from a suffering people, ia making money scarce, and 
dear, thereby deranging hu^ness, stopping enterprise, threatening business men 
with bankruptcy, and violating the rules laid down by the Democratic National 
Convention and accepted by Mr. Cleveland when be accepted the nomination." 
—New York But*, of August 30, 188a 

It ia to be hoped that Mr. Cleveland has not succumbed to the 
influenoe of the money power, but oue short year in otQce has made 
a aignificent ohange in his rhetoric. 
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OI^VELATID DEFINES I 



EXTEAOT FEOM <XETEI.*in)'S IMAUOO- 
K&L ADDRESS IN lesa. 
A da* regud for ttaa li]t«i«atii uid prosperity 
ol *11 ths people demMidB 
BjatADa of Toranna BluJl be h mdjiuted aa to 
nlleia the people ttom 







(f BE80LOTI0M II 



mpaaufleHndapproml 4t this time m»3 
— anOuiger and embinua tbs ■ucneurni tui 
uisfnl oparationa of the TreuDIy Deputmenl 
— ' 'mp*lr the ooufldsDoe which ths peopli 

1 hsTe In the mitugaDeDt of the Qd 

uicei of the aDieminent. 

Gbovba CuvBi,Asr. 



XI. 
EGBERT. 



Treaty yean control of the fiscal policy ot the oooutry in the interast of the 
baukci and other dealers in onrrenoy, having fastened too mao; beaTy buideikB 
of tazntiou upon the euterpriuag and prodncing portions of our ' people, I was 
one of many who hailed with feelings of satisfaction the acce^on of the 
Demociatio party to power, folly peranaded that the well knovm fealty of that 
anoieut party to the tme intereBtB of the people wonld work an immediate and 
radical reform. I was the more prepared for this because of the principles 
enuDOiat^d in the platform of that party, at Chicago. It is therefore with the 
deepest regret that I confess to a feeling ot discoar^jemeot iu this direction. 

I do not believe that President CleTcland intends to relieve the coontiy from 
this control The declaration in the platform of principles referred to concern- 
ing the large surplns in the Treaatuy available for the eztingnishment of the 
interest bearing pubhc debt was first systematdcally impaired by the action of 
the administration in appointing a Wall street banker as TreaBurer, and adopt- 
ing his method of accoanta, by which $100,000,00) was acconnted as a reserve 
fnnd for redemption of legal tender notes, and $30,000,000 subsidar; coin not. 
counted as money, which waa an arbitary and nnlawfnl mode of stating 
aocoonts. The only object apparent being to make a poorershowing of cash on 
hand and thereby obviate the demand for the retirement of past due interest 
drawing obligations. 

The efforta of the money monopolists to demonetize silver and bring 
about a destmcdve and minons contraction ot the cturency were promptly 
seconded by the President in his anti-silver letter to Judge Reagan before the 
inaugetation, and by his first mess^e to Congress asking for the suspension of 
Silver coinage and by his continuation of the policy of McGoUough, refusii^ to 
allow the people of the South and West to exchange gold for silver certificates. 
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The bank! were agaiii aided bj ths whole force of the administi&tion in an 
effort to defeat ths Uortiaon Stupliu reeolution, which whs Uie pnttiug Into lav 
<S the protniM mode at Chicago, and when tbat irsolution had paased both 
Homes of CoagrsM the feal^ of the admlniitmtion to the interaeta of Wall 
street w>B BO fixed that the President vetoed the same by pocketing it and after- 
wards filing a flippant menioiandatu in which he expreselj declined to diaooaa 

The veto of the Des Moines Land bill which passed both honsee by practiaally 
unaninioDB votes, waa directly in the interest of Xew ToFk capitalists who ore 
the prinoipal holders of the interests adverse to 1,200 aotnal settlers, to whom 
the act vetoed simply granted the poor boon of being allowed to take their 
cases into coart by retaoving a technical obstmction, which has closed the doois 
of the tribnnal of jnstice to them for upwards of twenty-five yean. In brief,about 
1 ,300 actmtl settlers who have token np pnblic lands in Iowa under authority of 
the United States Oovernment, paid their money, received the govermnent 
patents, with the great seal of the United States and established and maintained 
homes for tipwaids of twenty years, because of an omisnon by the bterior 
Department to make a formal record in that ofBce, are now menaced by a hand- 
fnl of monopolists in the State of New York, who threaten to drive them from 
their homes ; and with 1,300 families whose homes are imperiled on one side 
and a handful of capitalists on the other nde, the Preaideat stands by the 
capitalistB and Tetoes the ample light of the settler to be heard. 

These distinctive acts of the administration, tonchii^ as they do the vital 
points of interest to all classes of indostiy and disclosing the active sympathy 
of the Freeident with Wall street and its specnlators as against the pnblic weal, 
have more iuAnence in shaping my opinion of this administration, and estimat- 
ing ita effect nptm the oonntry atlai^, than any seutimentBl Bon-partJ2sn policy 
concerning the Oivil Service. Giving fonr fnll quarts to the gallon finds mote 
favor with the Lord than loud praying. The people do not care who hold the 
offices if they aie honestly administered, and the geoetol welfare of the country 
is not pnistitnted in the interest of speculators and monopolists. [From a speech 
deUvered before the Anti-Monopoly Leagne, at Kew York, by Isaac L. Egbert. 



XII. 
POST DISPATCH. 

BEMATOB BANTOBD'B LITTLE 

SanatoT Snnford went to the Senate not only a* the chief and avowed mpre- 
eentative of the greatest railroad and land monopoly conoems interested In con. 
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trolling the GoTernment, but hs a known partner of epecnlatioDS in sliady M eii- 
cAii laud gmnt titles whime value depends la much upon tlie deft mampiilfttjon 
of "inflnence" at Waahington, There is the Tre«t Alamos claiin, for instance, 
in which he Ie intereated, ccrering a vitlley thirty miles long, now filled with 
Tillages and r«nc1ies. This claim, faT(»:ed by the last Administiatioii, rests np^n 
an allied Meiicaa gnuit which a farther offloial inveatigBtioii has shown to be a 
thing of frauds and forgeries, void ab iuitia 

If SenatoiB can be permitted wltbont reproach or detriment to the public in- 
terest to accept retainers or partnerships, contingent or otherwise, from snob 
combinations, we do not see why lawyer Senators may not be permitted to legis- 
late for the coantry with corpomtion retainers in their pockets amonnting to ten 
times the Senatorial salary. And if it is safe and wliolesome, a thing of good 
example, for Senators to do this, why not fur Cabinet ofSceis or any other 
Government ofSeers ? — St. Lonis PMt-Ditpaieh. 

Here, arrayed on the one side are tbouBands of men, women and 
cbildren who have for yetoB endured the hardsbipa of pioneer life 
— by their labor, what was once a wild waate haa been subdued and 
brought under cultivation. The ways of die great world, outeide, 
are strange to them — Uie ramifications and technicalities of law are 
all (jreek to them. They have built cabins and plant«d vineyards, 
thfir titles are plain and straight, and resting securely on these 
titles, they have added a hundred fold to the value of the land. 
Here they have buried their dead, here they have gathered a small 
competence for coming old age, here are their homes, hallowed by 
all the BBsouia^DS which man holds dear. 

On the other hand is a wily intriguer, who scents a possible 
fortune from this "shady old land grant," dug from the dusty 
archives of long ago and patched up to suit bis needs, with the 
" missing link" supplied in the person of an improvised claimant. 
By a great deal of crooked swearing, by manufactured witnesses, 
tiiis vampire proposes to wrest from these people their homes, — 
fattening himself and his accomplices on a division of the spoils. 
That Congress sometimes legislates favorably on jobs of that 
character is a terrible reflection on the honesty of that body. 

xni. 

WHENCE COME OUR GREAT FORTDNBS ! 

Most of the great fortunes of the United States— those that are ondnly great — 

M« ascribed to the rapid development of the means of transportation and the 
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facility with which those means have been centered iu compnnitivGlyfew hands. 
Tbe geaeial sense of the Nation is that this conoentrBtion of po^er, *of wealth, is 
Ml evil, and that it wrinld be mnoh better if we oonld have had the development 
of the tnmeiportation interests that we have had, with a greater difinsion of the 
power and wealth that have attended them. The foondera of onr Bepnbiie 
thought they were establishing civil institntions where enormous fortunes would 
be comparatively nnknown. A boudred years have hardly paned— certainly not 
a long time in national life— when the lB:^eHt individual fortune of theworldis 
accredited to the United States, and there are others that approximate this in 
mngnitnde, and many of them dating back to leas than one-fifth of a century. In 
the matter of private weallb we have olearly departed from the ideas of one 
fathetB. In this departure is there adherence to tbe stem piindplea of repnbtic- 
anism with which oni conntry sterted out, and hnve these growths been fortni^ 
tons, exceptional, easily swallowed ap in the general growth and prosperity of 
the ootmtry, so that the spirit of onr institutions is nncbanged, and are these 
fortnaes to be dissipated in an early succeeding generation, and not to be re- 
placed by others of equal or greater magnitude and greater In number 7 Tbe 
instinctsof the Nation are tbat danger Inrks in any other solntioa of these in- 
qniriee than in the line of suppression of causes that have made these fortunes 
poBBible. Nor oan the subject be dismissed on the ground that, lU the develop- 
ment of the nse of the physioal forces of steam and electricity that tbis generation 
has seen, there is inherent this aggregation of wealth in few hands. The dis- 
proof of this is that iu European coimti-ies that have enjoyed a like favorable 
development with ot^selves in wealth, barring that which came from our virgin 
territory, such developments of the physicHl forces in their admiuistrntion and 
the accompanying emoluments hnve uot been centralized upon a few. —John C. 
Welch, in Porubir fkieiire MnntJdy. 



XIV. 
BATCHELOR 

UODtCBN PIRATES. 

"The pirate has been restrained from his usual pnnoils by dvilization, but lie 
has not been reformed, and he has gone into business. Tbe genuine pirate of tbe 
oldlime was always an attractive eharacter. He was energetic, bold, unscrupnloni^ 
r«stleu ; an animated character who, driven back from his natural pursuit on 
tbe high seas, finding privateering an nnstable trade and the lew romantic pro- 
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A metropblitan pnper commenting on the above aa^ : 
"Tbieeiptettes the fact <d the case «)uiody. The piedatoT' iuBtiiiot in mao 
did not die out with the late pirate and highwajmao, dot ia it confined to the 
elasa for whom the loate to prison is now kept in working order. It aotiTely ex- 
ists in those vho chest jostice by sharing their spoils with law doctors and Uw 
makers. The development of the nsee of steam, electricity and gas has famish- 
ed the dvilized freebooters with wonderful opportonitiea for levying their «sao- 
tions. They make ose of these agencies, which have now heoome neoesriUsa, 
thioiigh l^isla^ve and legal aid, to seoore what does not belong to them. A 
timely iUostration of how thia is done has jnst been fmnished by the oiMnion of 
the State Attomey-Geueral to the effect that $39,000,000 worth o( gas stook can 
be tnanntaotnied ont of an aotnal investment of leaa than $12,000,000. And 
this is bnt a single instance of the myriad corporative swindles in railroads, tele- 
giaphsaud what not 

The popular understanding of this speoies of plunder is reaching a pmnt which 
means reforni. Oni laws and flieir execntiou most be adapted to meet this 
modem development of crime which is transferring the earnings of Hie oreatots 
of wealth into enormous private fortunes. Fairness is all that is asked. Eoter- 
piise and capacity are to have their full reward. Cormptioti most be driven out 
of the Senate Chambers and oonrt rooms and legalized robbery ended as well as 
the other kind. And there can he no trifling in the matter.^ 



XIV. 

CENTRAL LABOR UNION. 

SESITLTS OF MONOPOLY. 

The great Central Labor Union of this city, in which is concentrated tht 
strength ot ISS organizations the whole representing over 100,000, is about U 
enter on its work under a new constitution. 



In the preamble adopted along with the new constitution there is a "declara- 
tion of principles " in which it is held - 

That the soil is the social and common inheritance of thepeoirie'and hraiceall' 
should have free and equal access to it without tribute to landlords or mono- 
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That labor prodaces all wealth and the labcrei is, therefore, entitled to a fnll 
share of the wealth he labors to produce. 

That it is self-evident that, as the power of capital oombineB and iucieasea, 
the polidoal freedom of the toiling masses becomes mora and more a deliuiTe 

That while trades and labor anions hitherto have straggled for higher wages 
orahorter hoars of labor, they hare praoticaUr protected Uiemselvee as producers 
btit not as oonanmers and citizens. The rolhig moneyed classes haTe meanwhile 
obtained 1^^ action to wring from the worken all the beaeflts that strikes and 
leeiBtanoe gained, and this they hare done by high rents, costly tiansportatioii, 
gigautio comets in grain and pi'OTisions,and by monopolizing the issue of money. 
They have need the police, the "liliHa and even the Federal troops agatost the 
workera whenerei they felt their capitalistio interests in danger. 

That the emancipation of the working classes mast be achieved by the work- 
ing eloeaeB themselves, as no other class has any interest in improvii^ their con- 
dition. The combined wage-working classes represents (he great majority of the 
people. In their hands rest the fatore of our free institutions, and it is in their 
destiny to replace the present iniinitons social ^rBtem by one based upon equity, 
morality and the nobility of all osefol labor. 



XV. 
GLOBE. 



OATITALISTS AND THE BOYOOTT. 

The newspapers that are always ready to do the bidding of capitalists, and they 
comprise about seven-eights of the American press, have no words to pronounce 
against the practice of blacklisting workingmen, notive in trades nnion circles 
who have incurred their enmity. Tliis warfare is carried on and sostained by 
capitalists organized tor the purpose who take this method to stamp out organiz- 
ed labor and crush whatever ambition the toiling classes may have to improve 
4heir condition and secure their rights. It is a despicable conspiracy and the 
most revolting form of boycotting. 

A case in point is in the city of Amsterdam, in this State, where a man of 
family cannot obtain work beoaose of his prominence as a Knight of Labor. He 
isa snperior wi^kmau and npngbt citizen and an industrions man, yet he will 
not be given employment in any of the forty or more industrial establishments of 
that city. . Throngh this malicious persecation he has been obliged to seek town 
relief to save his family from starvation. Ami this is the victory of combined 
-cai^tal over a poor man who dare speak '^p in defense of his rights, k ooa- 
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Epiracy of this kind is cleorl; a TioluUou of Inw oud the distrust attorney of Mont- 
gomery oounty could put bis time to no better nse thnn in brenkiug np this il' 
legal, autooiatic and unfeeling organizntion of employeiB. 

Tbis instanoe is one of a hundred tbat are going on in the oonntry to-day. 
Capital ia incennad because labor organizes for its r^bts. The nuurafaotorer in- 
vades the privacy of bia workingman and tells bim he mnst not join a labor at~ 
HOciation. It he unites with othetB for self-proteotion the net imperils, if it does 
not deprive bim of his situation. It is an insolent and un-Amarican invasion of 
the privileges granted the workingmen nnder the constitution and laws of tbis 
country. The deteetibln spirit tbat prompts snch notion will stop at notb&g in 
the work of humiliating and euslaving the Anterioau workingman. 

While this grinding policy is beii^g enforced by oaiatalists the averse news- 
paper is BO busy denooncii^ trades unions and tbe lx>ycott tbat it has neither 
time nor inclination to erpoge the omeltiee imposed by organized mannfnctnrers. 
in the effort to destroy orfianized labor. Your totldying journalist knows tbnt 
this interference and dictation by cnpitatiste is about as mean and unlawfnl a 
business as could be engaged iu, yet in his obsequions attitudiuiziug before the 
olm^hty dollar he has only time to rave against tbe boycott and he about tbe 
aims of labor onions. — fTh'ca Ol^te. 



XVI. 
PALMER. 

KAnatuAD SEKVANTO, SOT MA8TEBS— 8PKCIA1. PBIVILEaES FOR NOSE — 
EQUAL BiaHTS yOB ALL. 

For forty years a constant struggle of wits has heen going on between the- 
grasping corporations and Legislatures endeavoring to restrain them, and to-day 
we are confronted with successful legalized wrongs remaining nncontrolleil and 
unredressed. Raihroads are beneficent servants, but they mnst not become 
masters. They are no longer dull, insensate things. They are imbued with in- 
iutelligence, and an intelligence thet neither slumbeis nor sleeps. They are no 
longer joint stock companies alone ; they nre dynasties. 

They are already outlined, and in a few years if not supervised and controlled 
by l^islation tbey will have become as firmly fixed in their giasp upon contiuu' 
ed power, commercial, social, and political as the Hnpsboi^s, the HobenzoUem^ 
or tbe Guelphs. Th^Se r^gning houses were bom of force. They were the 
triumph of the strong over the weak. These moilem dynasties ^vill have been 
bom of law and of concession and will be tbe triumph of the creatare over the 
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Hitherto content baa oome to tbe plain poople of out land, to the meohAnic, to 
the fanner, to the aitiean, beoame,Bs he sot bj his heaTth noting the pn^ieas of 
hlB fellows who had ontatrippad him in life's ntce, his eye tamed to the bright 
boy and lairing giil with a knowledge that to them America offered every pa«~ 
tibihty of enlttue. wealth and power. Be knew that the history of tbe men 
whom America had delighted to honor bad shown that from tlie humblest b^in- 
ningi nothing rwtrioted or directed tbe devebpment of tbe American oitizen 
outside himself. To-day he sees the price of his labor determined not from his 
snrroiuidings. He sees hisvillage bnilt np or deetroyed by a (ore^ will. He 
seeethe value of his little property deorensed and that of tbe property of bis fel- 
low in m adjoining Tillage increased without the action of either and beyond the 
control of any. He seea his neighbor, by seoret arrangement with the railroad. 
' company, inoreasing bis store with no extra labor or display of eoergy or ability 
while his fellows are oorreepondingly depressed. 

These things it is the object of this measure to corrects 

All the American citizen baa asked in the past or will ask in tbe future is a, 
fair chance ; no odds of the Government , but its protection, for wliioh his lite la 
pledged, aod its schools, for which his money is paid. Special privileges for 
none, eqnal rights for alL— Spe«ch of the Hon. Tsouui A Piuieb, on tba 
InteiHtate Commeroe Bill, April 11, 1866. 



The railroad is a stranger and a newcomer among meu. Fifty-five years ago 
there were neither railroada nor railroad laws. ~ There is nothing in the world's- 
histoty like (he beginmug and progress of railroad building, investment, and 
power . Railroads have worked greater changes in tbe affairs of men in forty 
years than tbe bloody work of conquerors ever effected in many centuries. They 
now exist in all nations where wealth and intelligence are found. lu Europe 
all railroads are under the control of law, and many are owned and operated by 
tbe governments. The loud complaint of railrand emplc^ee that l^slation, 
conrts, and juries, if allowed, will destroy them, is false, and is like tbe obarge 
of the tyrant Pisistratns, who inflicted bloody wounds upon himself and. 
chafed bis opponents with having done it, and the people therefore gave him a 
guard of soldiers, which he used to enslave them. 

It is estimated that there are more miles of railway in the United States than 
in all the rest of the world. Theie are about two thousand five hnndred of these 
railroads. Poor's Bailroad Manual estimates the total length of all railtoads in 
the Tnited Btatee, in 1SS4, at 149,183 miles, and railroad building progreesing at 



^yGooi^lc 



46 THE IRREPRESHIBLK CONFLICT. 

-the rate of mors than 6,000 mUe« per jear, nnd &t a (VMt of neat $500,000,000; 
80 that before the end of this year Uiere ^11 be enongh lailioad track to go 
aionnd tbe world aii times and mote. The total TSlne of these roada is %1,4S^ 
471,31], eqoal to about one^ixth of all the property and mcHiey of fifty millions 
«t people. These roads tax tbe people annuBlly for tnuuiportatlon 9B23.773,- 
'994, and divide $102,066,548 annually among themselreB, after paying all ex* 

England has tbe carrying trade npon tbeooeaii, and eommands the money and 
markets of tlie world. Those vho carry for the people of the United States Till 
■oon control the money, prodooM, and oommetoe of this continent. Amerieans 
were once tonnidable conpetiton with Ei^iland for tlie carrying trade of n»- 
-lions. Now OUT flag and mercantile marine have almost disappeued. Oaptal- 
jsta will not oommit their money to Uie winds and waves of the ocean, when 
immense profits and vast forttmes like Gould's and Vanderbilt's are realized 
upon the laud. 

The United States has a railroad oommissioner to supervise the railroads in- 
ootpoiated by Ooi^iress. Tlie conimistioner, in his report for 18S3, reports in 
leterenoe to the legislatum of the States as well as of Oongrew. He recom- 
mends national legislation for tbe regnlatioD of eommetce between the States 
and foreign oouutries, and State regulation for commerce within a State. He 
reports eighteen hundred thousand persons employed by these oorporationa in 
c{>erating and building railroads. Of these "fourteen hundred thousabd per- 
sons are employed In opet«ting these tonds, and piobabl; four hundred thousand 
npon ooustmoUcm of new lines." 

It is estimated that Congress has given favored corporations about 300, 000, CHH) 
seres of the pnbUe lands. The report aforesaid shows that tbe Northern Paoiflc 
<ot which Jay Cooke and Henry Yillard were bnilders) received 31,323,098.48 
Acres, which sells as high as $30 pet acre, and none lower than $2.60, Uie aver- 
age price being $403 pet acre; making $122,918,868 given this one rail- 

The r^lroad saves time and fumishes great taoilitiee for commeroe and travel, 
l>nt collects from the people vast sums, tmnsoending all ooUeotionB in tbe past 
idstory of this countiy. The railroad is a gtand thing— and so wonld be an 
emperor at king with a coprt mled by discriminations and favoiitee to make 
JM>me rich and bcmi^able and others poor and dependent. Americans want 
neitlier king, contt, or corporation that is not nnder the oontiol of law as ab- 
■olntely as the humblest citizen. 



L The 1,800,000 en^ployes are almost absolutely nnder the control of railroad 

offldals as if organized as an army. 
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2. They are about aii time« moTs than Napoleon was able to oommand when 
he disposed of orowna and kingdomii, and made all Ihirope tremble. 

3. The; are about fort]^ limes more than any army commiuided b; Alezaoder, 
Pompey, or Caesar. 

4. These corporatloiiB are said to be wmtroUed, and in pieat part ovned, by a 
few men— leas than'a dozen — headed by Tanderbilt, Ocnild, Btmtingdon, and' 
otheiB like them. 

6. He aimnBl inTcstment of $600,000,070 in milKiad building exceeds invest- 
ments in any other bnmness, and shows that railroad bnilding ia the most profit- 
able bmdneas in America. Capitaiists are not fools and do not throw mouey- 
Bwuy, they pat it where it will do most good. "—From Beport of B. B, Oom.^ 
John A. Savage, of Teniie«see. 



DAMfiEB OF BAIL-BOADS BECOMINa AB OVEBFOWEKUta KOKOPOLY. 

In the early history, oi railroad oonstmotion the anxiety of the people of thiS' 
oonntry to Hecnra their conatmctian induced them to grant oharten without 
roneh referenoe to those sategnards necessary for the secnnty and welfare of tlie 
people. It waa understood then, as now, that each railroad would have a mono- 
poly of the bosiness of transportatiou on it The people relied on three means- 
of protection against monopoly prices: 

First On transportation by water and by other ordinary means of tmnsporta- 

Becond. On the ultimate increase of the number of oompeting railroads ;. 

Third. On the exercise of legislative control and r^^'l'tioii . 

Eiperience has shown that the first two of these means do not protect the pnlv 
lie against the unjnst exercise of these monopoly powers; and that if not oou- 
troUed by law they will defeat competition with eaeh other by pooling oumbina- 

The railroad managers recommend a nniversal pool, or federation of all the 
railroads in the cotintiy, and its recognition and the enforcement of its provisions 
by law. This Congress has no power to do under the Constitntiou. If this- 
could be done it would be the creation of one vast and overpowering monopoly 
out of the many which now exist; and such a conrse wonld enabli it to oontrol 
the transportation and oommeroe of the coantry, and soon perhaps to control the 
legislation of the country, and to become the masters of the people and of theic 
liberties. 
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Ita eTldeoee that Qiese is real danger of this, I -will refer brieU; to four noto- 
lione pook in this ooimtr?, wbich hare eaoh eiaroised vast power, and inflioted 
great u^ory on iudividnalB, on other corporatlcina, and on the whole ooimtiy. 

We are infonned by Mr. Hndgon in tua valnable work entitled " The Bailwayg 
«nil the Bepublio" thBt*tho live Btook pool, as it exbted before 1880. granted a 
rebate of $16 per oar to a prominent lire-slock Arm of Chicago, thng ^ving that 
Arm th«t mnch of advantage <evn other shippers at live stock, and enriching it 
and the railroad officials who were confederated with it at the expense of other 
shippers of Ure«took, and creating an oppresaire and odious monopoly in thdr 

Second. The standard oil pool and monopoly, to whioh some jeais back the 
great tmnk railroads mnninginto New York and Philadelphia paid $10,000,000 
SB rebates in ^iteen months, Whioh by the qteoial advantages it secnred from 
these railroads mercileeslj crashed ont all compeUtion in the mining. reOning. 
transportation, and sole of petrotenm ; and it has obtained snoh power over the 
great railroad corporations as to compel them to be snbeervient to its wilL This 
monopoly and pool is so notorions, the evils it has inflicted on individnals and 
-corporations and on the country are so great and ao well Icnowa as to render b 
more particular reference to it nnneceesary. 

Third . The anthradte coal pool and monopoly is another of ttiose monster 
land lawless oombinations which depress labor at it« will, limits the smonnt and 
incressea the price of anthra<nte coal for fnel in tl>e gteai^ oitlen and tor maua- 
laotniing purposes as its own bteresta may dictate. I quote again from HndscHi 
on ' Railways and the BepnbUc ' He says : 

It is not ueoessary to follow ont in detail the steps by which the nulways es- 
tablished their absolute power in all bmnehes of the coal trade. Snongh that 
the resnlt is that of the 370,000 acres of anlhtiuute «oel lands In PemuylvaaiB 
19S,000 are now owned by six railways. One effect of uniting in the same cor- 
porations the businees of shippeia and that of oarrieis Is the enormous inflation 
of their capital. Their aggregate oapttalization amounts to $S0O,0OD,0OO, wMle 
the Botoal ooet of the roads and equipment for tranqNuiatioa is $114,000,000. 

For the purpose of saonring a profit on this stupendous amount of inflated 
capital, the poli^ of combination has been carried on to an nneqoaled 
lextent.'"— FromaspeeehdeUvered bpCflDgreeBmanBBioiK, in the Honse of 
Xepreeentativee, on the Interstate Commerce bilL 



XIX. 

GORMAN. 

THE OOBN DOWN OH OUB BOAD IS ODB VRkT AKTBOW. 

" For instance, I know a case near my own town where a farmer had two 

farms, one on .a iroad oonneotjng with the Baltimore £ Ohio road and another on 
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a bianoh of the Oentral HMd, each about tveut^r-five milee troQi Springfield, 
where I Uto. The farmer had a lot of com on each farm and he wanted to eell 
it about the time it was up to 11 or i1 oent& An agent came along and sud to 
him, ' 'I will giTe yon 41 oente for the com out here on the Oentml road, be- 
oenae" he said "I can ship it down to Springfield and ship it over the Ohio road 
to Baltimore or somewhere East" The fermer sold him that corn. Then the 
fanner said, "I have got eome oom down here abont 9G miles off on (be Balti- 
more and Ohio road that Is maoh nearer to Baltimore than is Springfield, and I 
wotdd like to sell yoa that." The agent said "I can not bny that and give yon 
OTer 36 oents. " The faimer wonld not sell at that price. Now, this ttxnua 
asked one of the directon of the Baltimore and Ohio road why that was? He 
said, "Why, they contd make arrangements with the branch of the Illinoil Cen- 
tral W> bring your com down to Springfield and take it on their road, whioh 
wonld be so mnah gain, but the oom down on out road is our meat anyhow. " 

Now, I submit, Mr. President, that a case like this ongbt to be corrected by- 
legislation. It oon only be done by sncb a provision as we have adopted in the 
fonrili section. I know of my own knowledge that the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad is not alone in this, but all the railrceds of tbe coontry more or less in- 
dolgdfaiiL 

I have known of a shipment of grain to be made from Chicago to (he city of 
Cnmberland, 184 milee west of here ; it is compelled to be billed throogh to the 
city of Baltimore, the thiongb rate being paid, and then it was plaoed npon a 
vessel and sent 400 miles down tbe Oheeapeake Bay and np the Potomac Biver 
to Georgetown, and tben by JM miles to Caoiberland, saving to tbe shipper very 
lately npon the rate that wonld have been charged him it the goods had been 
billed from Chicago to Gnmberlaud, notwithstanding the fact that it came 
throngb npan one of the throngh trains that stopped at Cnmberland, and coold 
have been detached from tbe (rain and left there withont the expense of a banl 
to Hie lailroad. at the same amount he wonld have been glad to pay. It is tull^ 
ed throogh to the city of Baltimore. Ontrages of this sort are of every-day 
ooonrence. and no railroad man jostifles tbem. 

The Senator from California [Ur. Stanfoid] complained yesterday that ship- 
pert frequently take edvantage of the lailroads by getting through lates and 
then f^Mnf! the goods back two or three hundred miles at local rates. There is 
no reason tea it, and no man can defend it whether he be a shipper or a mana- 
ger of a railroad. Why should nnt tbe same graaa rate be charged, saving tbe 
banl and the wear and tear of his can 1S4 miles ? —From a speech delivered 
Hay llth 1866, by Senator Oorman, of Maryland, on tbe Interstate Commerce 
bOL 
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XX. 

VAN WYCK. 

" The bomeoteader, with Mb wife koA ohU<lreD, toiling long mouths and netsf 
d»ys, plom and bowb, cnltivatM nnd gathers, and then hanls 160 bushels of com 
to the depot and take home barely 1 ton of hard ooal. Iq other portiomi of th« 
Slate more fortunate he can azohange probablj 100 bnahels of com for 1 ton of 
haid 00*1 This does not apply to the entire State ; bnt during the last winter in 
m(«e than cme-halt i(a territory the people were compelled to 



Then inilljoiuure officers and well-paid attomeya and frail editors will arg-ie 
that the rates are not esceBdre becanae not as much so as more eiceeaiTe rataa 
charged in o&er plaeea , bnt here is the foot that to a large seotion the coal dug 
out of the earth b; the hntid of labor in Fennsylrania cao not be exchanged for 
com raised by the hand of labor in Nebraska. The rate must be axoesaiye be- 
oanae it is prohibitory. 

The farmers in Western States dnrii^ the last winter liaTe been converting 
their <xxa into beef aod pork, and now the throogh rates ore so exceetdTo that 
tliey will scarcely realize in retnm the meager price or Talne of the com. 

If the farmer in Nebraska can And a better market farther west for oom the 
railroad actnally charges him on 300 miles tiajisp<Htation the same freight as for 
800 miles east, so that now the basia of charges is "all the traffic will bear." 
The railroad rnlera, stronger than Qoramment, are determined that the farmer 
shall have only the privilege of 



they taking the lion's share, aod allowing for himself the nsnal third, and if 
that will fQmisb him beyond ordinate sabsistence, then bis share is made still 

We are in the midst of depi«adan, and all other piusnils unst be laid nnder 
cantribation so that full dividends shall be declared on watered stooka and 
fraadolent bonds ; grain, beef, and pork may be rednoed one-half in price ; no 
abatement in charges on transportation. All industries must not only stutain 
their loss, bnt help make good the losses of oorpordtions. Ko sympathy for the 
laborer, whose pay is reduced ; no sympathy for producers, whose prodnots are 
reduced one-third to one-half ; bnt a dismal groan ascends for ever and ever 
from a portion of tbe prees and from l^islative halls if railroad bonds and 
stocks do not receive fall retnms. The people have been patient and long- 
snflering, and the cry even now is goii^ np, " How long, O Lord, bow long [" 

When Senators who delight to be called conservative, when a committee free 
from radicalism or demagogues boldly acknowledge and proclaim the great 
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■WKtD^ and violatioiiB and TobberieH committed bjr ooipoi&tiona, that wcmia 
went to be the "eod at the law and the testimonj." 



Yon wonld emppoM the Pooifto road, bnilt by the genenwit; of the nation, ho 
that in ito constniction millionB were divided in profits, then oitiee, pieainctB, and 
oonndeB often bonded to bnild branches, depots, and machine ahapa, wonid 
allow the people of amall means but gi'eat coniage, <iont«nding with tike priva- 
tions of picneer life, to share in the beneflcenoe of the natioiL But not so. 
West of the MiBsonii rivei the rates are about fourfold greater than east of th» 

In their earl; histoiy, EnnsaB and Nebiaaka were told, "there ate but few peo- 
pie to tiBiiBport, bat little of freight to hanl, jon most be oharged for i&ilroad 
and tel^raph service fourfold"; but now those States are popnlons ; the piDdootions 
are marrelooii, but the discrimiuatioii oontinnes. The importa are equally 
marvelous. All the lumber must be transported from the Northern pineries ; 
they oan obtain none within their own borders. 

The Ooremment protects the labor of tbe farmer weat of the Missoori by im> 
posing a tarifl of from one to three dollais on a thousand feet, which goes into 
the pockets of the pine barons of tbe North, and then tolerates a oha^e to the . 
dwellers west of tbe Uiaaonri fosrfold, and this goes into the pockets of the 
miliionaire lords of the rail ; with no protsoticHt to the people from State or 
national legislation. In this government of the people, by the people, for tbe 
pecq)le, tbe people have really bnt Bmall Ttnce. True, they have the right to 
vote, that is for tbe men whom oorporatious, throngh the machinations of ring 
politicians and manipnlations of conntf and State conventions, put in uomina- 
I^n ■ and then the same corporations shirk the honest portion of taxation by 
owning or oontroUing Stale boards, and at the first demonstration against tbeir 
robberies tbe cItII power mnst be called, then the military ordered ont to protect 
their stolen millions, and all this expense, even the transportation of troops over 
their own road, must be home by tbe toiling milli<ms who oan not sbu'k the 



Every year by slow stages the opposing ideas, and foroee, and camps ore near- 
ing each other. For years capital has be«n organized, bold, ansompulous; 
rapaciona, Qod and law defyii^;, moving as did Gonld, according to hin awom 
testimony, In New York and Huntington, by the evidence of his own written 
history, npon State Legishitiirea, opoii tbe courts, and the Oongress of the 
United States, nnblnshingly porchasiQg judges and legislators. lu any monai~ 
ofay orkii^om in Europe their "sins wonld have found them out, "and punish- 
ment followed ; in a repnblio they despise the people and control its Tepre- 



Bnt the issue is appioaohing. labor heretofore, in scattered and incoherent 
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(oroea, was eaaly oaptnred, driven from the field, and trampled beneath the 
feet of organized OBpital. 

Bat the impending criais is ooming. As in the dajB of Blaxery and in all the 
past there has been nnd ever vrill be an irrepreasible oonfliot between freeda 
and slavery, between right and wrong. 

The gt«ater the effort to smoUier and subdae the demand for joatioe and right 
the more certain and determined the atrn^le, and, no matter at.what cost the 
final viotory. The feeling of iujiiRtice and wrong in the human heart of the one 
or the mnltitnde can never be qnenched. The heavier the burden the more cer. 
lain and violent will be the ontbreak. As well expect the hidden, Beetbing firea 
in the earth'a bosom conld be restrained or checked from eruptiou by piling 
moontain after mountain upon them, as to attempt to deaden in the heart the 
fires kindled by eitortioa and avarioe, or seek to check b; piling a greater 
volume of atrooitiee. 

This dynamite thus generated in the human heart will explode by reason of 
the great burden by which you seek to repress it, and will produce the very dis- 
asters yon pretend to tear. Onn you make tbe men of this nation or any other 
believe that the four billions— a sum greater than ever was oni national debt - of 
watered stocks and bonds is honest property and really deserves protection fiom 
courts or Legislstnrea ? 

Onn yon make the men of Ajnerica believe that the three hnndred millions 
claimed by Tanderbilt and the two hundred millions claimed bj Oould wer« 
honestly obtained F 

WHAT THEN ? 

This fiction of property above all things needs the protection which can ooly 
be Beonred by recognition and manly concessions to other interesla that are real, 
and to labor. A huge volume of fictions, printed on paper by conspiratoiB 
against the nation's prosperity and then called values, property, inverted and 
standing upoh the small end, reeling and vibrating, as quotations among the 
gamblers in Wall street attest, by the least breath of diacou tent— the owners of 
these fictions, of all men, should accord deceut treatment to the remainer of 
mankind from whom they expect to force dividends and interest on the stolen 
four billions. 

History in the annals of crime always repeats iUelf ; and the holdeis of illicit 
gains always presume that bold, aggressive oondact will insure abject submimioo. 
Slavery made that fatal mistake. The English lords who stole Ireland's land 
made that mistake.' Now the plutocrats of America will not profit by their ex- 
ample. Donotsaythatl jadgehaishly. The Senate committee have incorporated 
these facta substantially in their report But they fail at the point where the 
monster evil shonld be grappled by the stroi^ arm of the law. 

If the industries of this nation were only required to pay fair dividends on the 
real cost of railroads we wonid be prosperous to-day. Certainly, the comniit- 
tees report says, we were prosperons when roods were bnilding and money be- 
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ing spent, jnst aa tbe indiTidual improTmg his property by borrowing Ani 
spendii^ {10,000, bat iu order to raise the 910,000 La« gireu a mortgage of 
$30, 000, on whiob be is to pay yearly interest Yon will not wait long to see 
tbe end and mio of thRt nmn. 

Tbe committee point with pride to the many miles of tails within onr borders 
as evidence of wealth. So it wonld be it the nation was not charged np and 
taied for sufficient to build triple tbe number of miles. 

Then they assert too many ronds have been baild on parallel linu to make a 
preteit for speculation and fmndnlent isaue of stocks and bonds ; (hat the peo- 
ple most be taxed to support two lines instead of one. Finally they recommend 
what wonid increase the very evils they point ont, as the only remedy to the 
people, to bnild more rival lines in tbe shape of oansU and improving vrater 
ways, while they know the Pacific road, which the Govenmeot controls, is ' 
allowed to buy np the Atlantic and Pacific Oceana by paying over a million 
dollars yearly to the PaciSc Mail line to prevent the very competition the com- 
mittee desite by expending millions on canals and riven. 

A remarkable poeitiou indeed. I would cheerfully vot« millions to dig canals 
and clean rivers if I could be assured we had a government that would protect 
the people and prevent creature corpomlions of its own creation from stealing 
milUons from the pockets of the people to deny them access to two oceans which 
reqnire no di^png or dredging for commerce. 

The bill denonnoes diaorimination ag^nst persons or places, against more tor 
ft short haul than long haoL Now if we odd limiting Hie dividends to the actual 
coat of roads, and then that for any claim f oi daihagea to (he person, or penal- 
ties to the public the corporation may be prosecuted in tbe State courts, and be 
prohibited from removing such suits to federal courts, then a fair begiunil^ will 
have been mode. 

The people will never be relieTed of these evils if we are content to sit down 
before them and lament they are too large to handle, 



To secure by legal and proper methods that protection which is due to labor 
it is organizing, impelled by the avarice and exacttons and power of oq^anized 
capital ; and the pnlpit and press, as usual, are imploring peace and observance 
of the laws. Certainly, labor is not proposing to violate either. To-day it has 
ba( little more power to do so than the slave in his chains. His advancement is 
through peace, his protection through the law- 
Such appeals ore always made to the weak ; they were made to tbe slave. 
The Bacreduess of the law and tbe sanctions of religion were duly preached into 
him even to enbmitting quietly to chains and stripes. At that time there was no 
preaotaittg to the alavebolder as there is to-day but little preaching to the corpo- 
ration monsters in iniquity. Why not implore them to restore what they have 
stolen from the nation ; to relinquish their unjust demands ; to emnucipato labor 
from a despotism as grinding as that which the colored man endured? 
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The ob}eot of the organizntion ot labor ia to pieeerve peaoe, to obtain ooncen- 
ttatett and intelligent action, to obtuin redran tfaroi^ the ballot and not the 
bnllet. Tho strong arms of labor have always pioteotod the nation in the day 
of perlL There ueed be no fear to the Bepnblio fioni that sonrce. Bold, 
weattbr glsTeiy precipitated the war, bnt the men from the tanki of toil pre- 
eerred the life cf the Union. I hope not to grate too haisUj on Senatorial 
nerreH, and will break the aoij gentl; in this golemn preeeuce, that not man; of 
the oemee of Oonld, Tanderbilt. and tbe millionaires of the monej centera 
appear on the rolls of the Union Army. 

The ranks of the Union Army were reomited from those who were delraig in 
our mines, toiling in ooi faotories, filling onr prairies witb bonntifnl crops, nm- 
Biug onr railway tmins, and when the nation is agun in peril from within or 
vithont the brave hearts and strong arms of the same class of laborers will 
tescue it again. 

Far better tnm yonr entreaty to overgrovn oorporations and beg them to to- 
gnrd thesacredueBsof law. Goto the Standanl Oil Company, whioh transgresses 
all lav and honor in its methods to crush ont smaller indnstrieB, conepiring with 
great railroad corporal ioni', who seek to Bet at defiance the statntea and tbe 

80 the money-lenders, who seek to violate and nnllify the Conslitntion and law 
which makee silver and gold a legal tender, by requiring their contracts, 
QOtes, and mortgages to be p^ in gold alone. 

These are the great criminsls who would imperil tbe prosperity of tbe nation 
to feed their own greed. Yet CongrEsa is paralized, not so much by the trans- 
pvsdonB as the ginnt wrongdoers with whom they fear to grapple. 

The wealOi of this nation is made alone by the toiling bands. The power of 
this nation is alone in the ballots In the fame toiling hands. And to make that 
wealth, abstracted into the pockets of the few, Bubeervient to the pro^ierity of 
the natioD. the ballot most represent the men who hold it and not their 
enemies. — From a speech delivered by Senator Tah Wick, on the lutenitate 
« bill. 



These quotations are from the Bpeeohes of men who are well 
acquainted with the situation. They are addreeaed to tbe pnb!io 
for tbe purpose of showing the wide spread dissatisfaction exiating 
among tbe people with the present system of railroad management. 

Their number could be easily multiplied but enough ia here pre- 
sented to show that modem transportation is a question of great 
magnitude and ite solution has not yet been reached. 

That the present system is altogether unsatiBfactory they bU 
agree — but not one proposes a remedy. 

The civilization of the nineteenth Century is malcing a new sur- 
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ftsy of tbiB field. A svstem of traiiBpcarUtioii is now damanded 
that will give equal privilegeB to alL A. BjBtom that bankrupts Uie 
weak asd builds np the strong will not be tolerated in the future. 

PDBOHASE OF TRZ BAILBOASS BT THE OOTEBHlfEIirr 

The purchase of tbe roads bj the OoTernment, seems to be the 
only practioal remedy for the impowtione practiced under the 
present management. Whenever such a course has been piopoeed, , 
a wild storm of oppoaition has burst fcotb from all the interests 
centered in the transportation businees. 

The " autocrats of the rail " come forward and with an assump- 
tion of superior wisdom inform the masses that they do not possesB 
sufficient intelligence to manage these great and intricate queaticois. 
The people muBt study this problem for themselves. The railroads 
of the oountiy are now capitalized at about $7,500,000,000. Half 
of tbiB IB water; a large proportion of the remainder is worth 
less than par. The government could make the purchase at much 
leas than the cost of the civil war of 1861. Ab a matter of 
«conomy in dollars and cents, the purchase would be cheaper than 
another civil war. 

The management of the railroads by the government will destroy 
many of the evils that now exist. Should it bring new evils they 
will be off-set by the many advantages heretofore enumerated. 

Some of our neighbors on the other side of the ocean have al- 
ready tried the experimenL Its success . is an aooomplisfaed fact 
In an article written by Bichard T. Ely, and publislied in the 
September number of Harper's Magazine, under the head td 

BEFOBU IN BAILWAY ASDSBS. 

Mr. Ely says : 

" It is clearly neoettarj to diBcriminale between thoee Uiiiiga which the state 
should do and those which it shouldiiotdo,aDd it la perhaps more oufortiuuitefDrit 
to do too litUs tb&n too muoh. At any rate, the evil oonaeqaeDoeB of both eirore 
&re seiioQB. People talk about the utimnlns at private iiitereita, and f o^;et that 
corporate property, like atnte entorpiiaes, is managed by del^;ated avOiori^, 
not directly by the omieia of the atock, and experience t«ads to ooofiria the 
view th&t thoee dhoeeti by the govermnental agency are evea niore likely to pel- 
form their jdnties iritb an aye aii^le to the permanent prosperity of the railwayft 
which they manage than are directors of railva; corporations. Does some per- 
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son Bn^^t tliat political corruption ml^jbt be coonecte J with public higbvaja 7 
That ia not impoadble, bat ronld it well be woise than the political corraption 
-which primte raitvays have fost«red ? The one who thinkg w may aafely be 
defied to prodQoe iiiBtaacea of BOoh oorraptioo, noder a Eystem of stale nilwaye, 
08 we have seen in the United States. Indeed, there is good reason to beliaTo 
that our political life woald never have mink to Hneb low depths had we known 
only state railways. This matter was bcoaght Qp in the debate on tha parcbase 
of private railways in ProBgia in the sassion of Porliment for 1879-80, when the 
frank statement made by Minister Maybach produced a favorable imprestdon. 
It waa in substance about as follows : ' Oentlemen, it may be that the govern- 
ment will be able to exert some inflnence over the employes of state railways. 
But what is the preeent condition of things 7 I will tell you, gentlemen. Buil- 
wnys continnally want favors of governments, and are willing to promise votes 
as a quid pro (put. At the present time we can get the votes of railway employes 
throagh railway pre^dents. Wben the railways become Mate property, theae 
men will at least have the proteolion of the <nvil service law. Now tbay bave 

The saoceBsfnl experiment of Prussia is instructive. One might have heard 
ell «ort« of apprehensions expressed in 1879 about the change from private to 
state railways, bnt now the sentiment of the ProScan people is overwhelmingly 
in th«r favor. A well-known Glerman economist expressed grave fears about the 
contemplated change in 1877, but the year 1S82 found him an enthnsia^o 
adherent of state railways. There is an English school of economists in 0«r~ 
many, composed of those called the MBnchester men, who were very generally 
opposed to the state railways before they came ; bnt the Vravkfort OaatU, a 
bitter opponent of Bismarck, was able to slate in 1865 that one of this sohcol 
could not be fonnd who desired a return to private railways, while bnauees men 
are gratified by the stability, impartially, and pnblicity of railway charges. It 
is, indeed, pi,.^ble to observe a marked prepress among German business men 
in initiative and enterprise in recent years, and these qnalitiea have evidently 
been stimnlated by the encouragement which they have received from a good 
railway system. It requires no prophet to foresee a great industrial fntnt* for 
Germany, and many carefol men expect to see her outstrip England as an 
economic power. There is a retnm of commerce to the old route through cen- 
tral Europe since the Suez Canal has been constructed, and there is a prospect 
of a revival of the ancient glory of the German cities, and the state railways 
that the country now enjoys place her in a position to improve every opportuni^ 
for commercial and industrial greatness. Even this same Frajikford Oaztitu, 
which, as one can imagine, does not represent the Geroaan, possibly still less the 
Prussian government in too favorable a light, acknowledges that the financial 
success of the state railways has surpassed the anticipations of government. 

There is talk of progress in many branches of science and in every industrial 
jmrsnit, but we are witneeses of pri^ess in the art of administration, and we 
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may be sure tliAt our government wilt be Able to perform its I^itimate 
fonolioDs. It is not nncntiiTRl tiutt so man; are looking forward witli hope and 
enthnsiasra to slate milwaTi, for they will abotisli the supremacy of the rsilway 
kings, «aA belp to walore smorfi hb a cberielied democracy, the rule 'of the 
people, b; Oie people, and for the people. ' The idea has taken firm hold of tlie 
mnssee, and is wotbing among tliem. It may be bat a germ now, bat ereiy- 
thiitg points to its rapid growth, and certainly the end will nob oome nntil onr 
railways are really the peoples h^hways.' " 

The feasabilit^ of the tranaf«r of the railroads to the govemmeiit 
ie unqueBtionable. The movement will however, meet vrith great 
opposition ; and it may take years to acoomplisb it — but it will come, 
nevertheleBS 1 

Bailroods are a neceBsityof the country, and should be managed 
by the Government in the interest of the people. 

It was an egregious blunder when these gre&t high-ways were 
given into the hands of greedy and unscrupulous speculators ; 
whose machinations corrupt the government, and whose extortions 
impoverish the people. 



XXL 
THR LABOB PROPLEM. 

WHAT LABOR WAHTS IS A FRBE FIELD AND A FAIB ONE. — TBE REFEAI, or 
I^WS WHICH CIBCUMSOIUBB HIM AND THE VIGILANT ENFOBCEMENT OF 
THOSE n'HICH PROTECT HDT. 

BLACK. 

' ' Through a loi^ series of years tUeit infltience bag scarcely been perceptible 
in onr legislaUon. While the lobbies swarmed with the well-paid and expert 
agents ut other interesls, the laborer labored on in his Tocatiou, iniating to the 
honor of his ofBcinl repreeentatjves. The result ia a mass of laws in which every 
interest but his is carefully provided tor, while he is cmmiugly restricted in the 
most important concerns of his life. Others ma; combine to limit production 
and Biispend his employment ; to raine the prices of the necessaries of life or to 
lower the wages which purchsse them ; but should he combine with bis fellows 
tomorket his labor at better rates he is too freqnenti; charged with disorders 
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tor which he b not primarilj Tcspondble ; pioaeonted under lam vbioli are bat 
a slight modifloation of the barbaroii)i oonapintc; laws ; ooofnnitad by poliM rep- 
noetttdng the amploffltB, inetead of the public anthoiit; ; and not natreqnently 
he iit oaat adrift, while imported laboren, aliens to hi* blood and conntr;, are 
brought forward to take his job and to eat the bread of hia children. He sees 
t^e wutlth of Qie country increasing in a mtao flhnott appalling ; bat he abo 
sees it concentrating in the hands of a tstj few, and he knows there is some- 
thing esaentially wroi^ in those laws which permit Bach a diTinon of the com- 
mon prodnoe of capital and labor. What he wants principally is a free field 
and a fair one ; a repeal of tbe laws which drcomsonbe him, with a carefnl re- 
Tision, followed bj a vigilant enforcement of thoee which protect hia life and 
liealtb while at work, and inanre bim the regolai payment of his earmags in 
Iioneat cash. " — Extract from a letter written by C. H. Biiack. 



XXII. 
HASTINGa 

SHALL WE BTSIES IN OFPOSTHOV TO THE THBX&TXNXII RRDtratlON OF WASES. 

" The only radioal cnre for the encroachment of power in a free oonutry lies 
in the ballot box. Let no brother imagine that lairing down his pick and shorel, 
and lounging in idleness will make any reslBtftnae to its incoming waves . No ! 
Enrope with her starving mUlions lies at oar very doors. Beckon them 
and ttiey are here, grasping eagerly the implements of labor which yon wonld 
unwisely and passionately cast from yon. Nay, they do not wait to be signaled. 
£very ship that cleaves the ocean from those crowded shores, bears to onr own 
the muscles and the sinews of UaL They swarm like Qie locnsts of Eygpt upon 
onr goodly laud. 

Who I Bf k owns this coontry ? Her people who have fought and bled for its 
bleningB— who have toiled for its ricbeii— who have bewa down its forests and 
borrowed for its tniasnree— or those who by their favors ait in onr capitals 
sqnandering onr earcings and abusing our faith 7 

BnitheiB, stndy the policy ot onr government for the lost twenty years. What 
is it tending towards ? He that runs may read. Bnobla on yoor armor, and 
through the ballot, the sacred weapon of a free people make a righteons fl(^ 
against the political and material arrogance ot the ttmee. 

We may yet be as free as Switzerland — the happiest nation on the face ot ths, 
earth — every son and danghter as independent as a crowned head, none rich aod 
none poor. These possibili^ lie wiOiiu oor oootroL Hajoritiea are said to 

Lend yoQT ear to no demagc^e whomsoever, Everyone of them is a friend 
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to the woTkin^^man. Soft of pnlni nod silver of speech, he will clasp you 
wiU) the fervor of a brother exA charm jon with the Bnbtlety of a serpeDt. 
Enow thyself and thy best interests is a wise motto. Learn to fssboii, t« labor 
.and to wait. 

I connsel no strihes and sfaall vote for none, bnt a united and intelligent 
appeal for redreHB where it in alone poesible to obtain it We caii ballot for onr 
rigbts, fight for them if need be ; die for them if we most ; tint idle (or them— 



xxm. 

HANDS OFF 

As the time approaches for electing Representatives in Congress and State 
legialatoTB the Moneyorats are busy, either in person or by their agenta, in seoor- 
ing men who oan be "relied on" to protect ttieir interests. These mm, like 
their proto^rp« in politics. Jay Gonid, .ire "for Bepnblioans in Republioan dis- 
tricts and Democrats in Democratic distiicts." And, like him, they are for 
themselves and Uieij iMMdle first, last and all the time. 

The Uoneyorats wonld better heed the ugns of the times and keep their hands 
ont of the people's affairs. What right have they to place Oieir paid henchmen 
in the seats at power ? This Oovemmeat is of, for and by the people. And 
when tbe machinery of elections is need to pnt in office the tools of oorporations 
or other monopolists the Ctovemment is directed from its pmpoee and brongbt 
into disrepate. Nothing will make the ill-gotten gains of otir modem plutocracy 
so inseoore in the end as the attempt to protect them by oorrupting the elections 
and debanchii^ public servants 

The people, if left to themselves, can be trusted to deal justly with all citi- 
zens and all interests. They owe it to their beneficent institutions to protect the 
soQices of power from the oontsmination of money selfishly emplojed.--iV<n0' 
York World. 



XXIV, 

NEWTON. 



> WILL BEVEAL IT AT TH£ RISHT TUZ. 



I's of tile past few weeks have opened the eyes of the nu»t optimis- 
to the reality of the great danger oonoenmig which many a wam- 
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ing hsB been Ufteil up in vain. Even tlie soagnhie believera in manifest deetiny 
re»lize at least that an jndostti&l rebellion is upon in, ont of which ma; eaailj 
come Bocinl annrchy and a Borer ciims for out RppnbUc thou tliial throagb vMch 
we liBve so lately passed. There is ample time fur a peacefnl adjostment of ttaia 
threatening conflict ; bnt K we are to have peace, there is urgent need of dlB- 
paaaioDate thonglit and calm oonnBel between the c«Dteiiding Bides. The danger 
. in snch a situation is that interettt will blind the judgment and pasaiou inflame 
the will, and that from both tides men -mil act nnder bot impnlse latbei than. 
under the cool gnidance of reason and conscience. The dnty of the piilpit is 
dear in each an emergency. It mnst spenk with calm words on behalf of 
peace and with fearless words on belialf of justice. It most call upon the bet- 
ter natnre of men on each side, leap forth from class lines and meet midway to- 
reason together like men. 

Hitherto we have been saved from the conditjoiu whioh have so dreadfully 
depressed labor in the Old World. Those oottditionfi, however, are rapidly re- 
prodncing themselves beie. We h«Te reached the limit of available free hmd. 
We are bt^iuiling to feet a sense of over-production. Our libor market is being- 
ottnMoked. The whole world is becoming one open market in which labor any- 
where most compete with labor everywhere. We have been distinctiTely varn- 
ed through onr Consular reports that labor in this country must accept the con- 
ditions of the CM World. And in the old World, as we have seen, there is- 
good reason to suspect that the coudiUou of labor is no better off than some 
centuries ago. 

The qneEtion is not so much as to whether labor is better off than of old ; but 
as to whether it shares proportionately in the enormous advance of our century. 
At present we are growing richer at the rate o( ^4,000, 000 each day, between 
sunrise and snnset. I>oeB any one, again, imagine that labor, as a whole, has- 
shared proportionately in. this astonishing increase of wealth ? If it ware so, 
how coiUd there be the present discontent ? If we had had any scientific 
statistical study, it ought to be a simple thing to find out what is the relative 
proportion of profits and wages ; tut if you try this sum in arithmetic, 'yon 
must have clearer brains than mine it you don't get muddled. But on the other 
hand, labor is not -"ithont its own manipnlatiou of these fignres, right or wrong. 

Even the optimistic Mr. Orifhn Is forced to confess, ' No one can contemplate 
the condition of the masses of the people without desiring something like a re^ 
Tolntion for the better. ' One has but to study the development of New York to 
realize the truth of the matter. HiUionaires have multiplied in our midst in a 
centnry from a handful to several hundreds. To be a plain millionaire is not at 
all to be a wealthy man as New York ooniits wealth. On the other hand look at 
the sqnaloi of poverty in the midst of which the lai^est portion of our people 
live. Here labor sees the situation in the strongest lights and shadows. The 
revolution in indnatry and trade wrought by the inventions of our country have 
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played into the hands of the powers Htready oomm&ndiDg the litoBtioD — brain' 
RDd wealth. It ja -aeKaisX that it ghonld have been bo. 

Uaohineiy it> dispoeBeasing labor from one field a(l«r another at an alanning 
rote. The popnlattou of England and the United States tt^ether equal some 
eight7 01 ninety millionB, bnt measured by the prodnctiTe power of machinery, 
these two coontries alone have to-day a population of one thonsand million. 
This repMsents the extent of the cTowd in the labor maikeL Uachineiy ia 
poshing men inoreadngly aside and enbatitnting the labor of women and chil- 
dren. For every plaoe yaoated there are a dozen if not a hundred ready to step 
in. This IB the growing danger which labor feels with a shndder. 

Our indnstrial bystem mns in flis and starts ; a spell of teTerish aoUvily pn>- 
dnces a reaotion in which mills close and factories shut down and labor drops its 
work, of necessity, and enforced idleness consames the tniit of months of toil. 
This was not so of old. It is a peculiarity of onr modem system. It is one of 
the lesnlla of onr enormons development of prodnctiTe power, unsystematized 
and accompanied by an uneqaal distribution of its rewards. There is bo real 
overjirodaotion. The mere idea ia an absurdity. Orerprodnction of wheat 
while tens of thousands of men stand htmgry, unable to buy floor. Oferpro- 
tion of clothes while tens of thousands of men go half dad. shiTeting in the 
cold and hiding {hair diabbiBMi. Were there any equal distribnlion of the 
wealth that exists to-day, from myriads of homes, men and women would go 
forth at once and buy the things that tbey need for body or mind, bread or 
books. The preatest cutse of onr industrial system to-day is this periodicity of 
■tagoation in which everything comes to a Btandstill, in which, while nch men 
live on their interest, poor men eat up their little principal of savings and then 
grow fierce with the madness of hunger. Now the avemge worker knows not 
what a day may bring forth. The wolf is ever growling b^ind his door. And 
then, not to pursue the matter further in detail, the tendency to eoncentiatiiMt 
of population in our towns and cities, our imperfect and corrupt Govemment- 
niunicipal, State and national, our crude anil weU-n^h barbaric methods of tax- 
ation, our special legislation partial Co wealth. These and many other factors of 
our social condition enter into the problem, combining to put down labor on tlte 
minns side. 

THX PBOBLEH TOO LsBflE TOR SOLTUia TO-DAT. 

Here, then, is a complication of conditions working against labor which makea 
cbildisb the optimistic talk that one bears on every ham). VTJen labor haa 
taught itself to be energetic, intelligent and thrifty it will then singly have pre- 
pared itself to gmpple with the large forces in onr industrial ayslem which, 
while working for it as a part of civilization at birgi, are yet working against it 
sorely in spedal ways. The problem is too lai^ for any man to solve to-dBy_ 
He writes himself down a fool who assumes to have solved it off hand. All the 
more on you, my friend, who represent the brains and the wealth of the country, 
lies the urgent duty of meeting labor calmly and reasonably for a comparison of 
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fiewB and for a stndy together of the problem which it> the long rnn w ycmi 
problem ob well as its problem. 

Bnt yon uy again, "Omntlug all this, it cannot be helped. Natutallaws 
are worMng their conditione and it is Tain to seek to oppOM them. " It is easj , 
my friends, foi one who is well off to talk thns. Pnt yonnelf in his place— the 
place of the man who is etandlng Bnllenty idle in the market nithont work; who 
has Tued np the hard earned lutTingn of months ; whose wife and babiea are at 
home bimgi;. Wonld yon thus calmly sit down and say it can't be helped ? If 
I know yon with yonr clear grit yon would be more apt lo clench yonr fist and 
take a great oath that it ehonld be helped tometiow or other. Now these men 
are of like pas^ons with yonrselTes and are coming to mnob the same concln- 
doD, and this is the meaning of the snllen, bitter, do^ed determination that 
one finds on every hand, which is umply incipient anarchism. Such a state of 
mind is the power which only needs the mntch of provocation to set it ofi. If I 
stood in such a position and believed that it conid not be helped I should quickly 
lose all faith in a living God, and when that faith fell from me it wonld not take 
mnch to madden me and make me ready for the wotsL That i% the process of 
development of demons, which onr comfortable, easy-going ^litical economy 
is forcii^ forward. Dangerous classes. I not only And them in the slums 
but in the chaiiH of political economy and the seats of euonoons wealth, where 
brains and wealQi unite in the choms, ' ' It cant be helped. " Woe for ne in onr 
civilization if so it be. But, my friends, it is a lie of the devil. If there is one 
wrong on the earth that cannot sooner or later be righted, when men shall but 
study and work together, then this is no world of Ood. It oan be helped. It 
needs now bnt the determined resolve that it shall be helped to open the way ont 
of the clouds into light. 

I^bor is begiiming to study the problem for itself wUh wits shaipened by 
-want and with in^ht cleared from all sophisma of vested interests ; it sees that 
these things can be helped, and where there's a will there's a way. 



' Never in an; age or in any oouDtry was the mgzim that " might 
makefl right " so oompletely exemplified as in this country at the 
present time. No man can patiently and thoughtfully peruse the 
foregoing pages without becoming impressed with the belief that we 
have wrongs that should be righted ; wrongs that oan and must 
be righted. A large proportion of our people are being robbed. 
Legally it may be, but none the less surely, — robbed. And robbed 
too by an isBigni£cant few whose only claim to the privilege to rob, 
oonsiUs in thrar present poeeettion of enormous wealth,' 

In the phymcsl conditions, instituted among men by Uie Creator, 
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tbere is a certain degree of equality. One maa is about as big as 
another ; one requires about as much air, water, and exereise as 
anotLer. They also seem to require about the same amount of 
plijttical, mental and religious training; the same amount of food, 
heat, clothing and protection. But man eteps in, and with his 
goTemment diTides up the eartfa, and the products thereof, accord- 
ing to certain arbitrary rules, called laws. By the natural operation 
of these rules some become possessed of a thousand times more 
than others of these combined products of nature and labor, — 
food, heat, clothing, and other necessities to a comfortable existence'' 
— called wealth. 

It seems to be necessary to hare these laws, to prevent the strong 
from appropriating to themselves the accumulations of the weak ; to 
prevent combinatioiis of the vicious from robbing individuals. It 
was to afford such protection that governments were instituted 
among men. It was to secure to man equal opportunities to build 
for himself a home, and gather into that home food, fire, light, cloth- 
ing — comfort. 

Civilization and cunning has made it necessary that these laws 
should be regulated and enforced with rigid severity. For that 
purpose officers were appointed. First, executive, to enforce the 
lavrs made by the people. Then as nations grew, legislative, to make- 
laws for the people; then j'ldicdal, to interpret the laws made. 

The " preditory instincts of man " were found to be so irrepressi- 
ble that it became necessary to keep a standing army, for protec- 
tion against neighboring nations. Then the regulation of trade 
and commerce expanded the machinery of government, and thns it 
has grown and grown until at last it makes the weary millions 
groan to snlnnit to its oppteesive restrioticms, and sustain its heavy 
burdens. 

But the millions would yet be patient and contented if the Qovem- 
ment were not diverted from its original and legitimate functions of 
seouiing equal rights and privileges to all. But the Government 
has been diverted; officials appointed by the people to protect 
the people in these sacred rights, have been corrupted ; legislators 
have been bought and sold like beeves in the market ; executive- 
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offioen hftTe been led astray, and th« judicial ermine has beeu 
smirched with bribery. 

Truly " the Pirate, restrained from his usual pursuits" is stUl an 
" animated character " in our midst. " Energetic, nnscmpolouB, 
bold, restless. ' We find him " with his hired lawyer " in many of 
the avenues of trade. The great duty of the men of this age is to 
place such restrictions around him as will curtail his power for evil, 
and protect the public against his depredations. 

The abases that have reoeived attention in this worlc do not com- 
prise all that are fostered under our present social system, but they 
are enough to call for energedo and united oppoaitioo. , 

There should be no war between employer and employed ; 
there should be no fight between capital and labor. Their interests 
are more closely interwoven than are those of brother with brother ; 
but a fight should be made against monopolists who have fraudulently 
laid their greedy hands on the wealth of the nation, and bribed the 
officials of the government to make their grip secure. 

A WORD 10 THB TOIUno dlLUOKS. 

To the wage worker in every avenue of industry ; to the farmer 
who plows his own fields { the merchant who tends his own store ; 
the manufacturer who owns his shop ; to the whole great toiling 
world, each one of whom is putting forth his best efforts to build 
a home. You are now battling for your rights. The contest is 
forced upon yon. There is no escape from it The lists are already 
drawn. It is billions of mcmey against milhons of men. It is &e 
"Irrepressible Conflict." 

Your enemies are organized, armed, equipped, and under the per- 
fect control of experienced and deWmined leaders. You are un- 
organized, scattered, footsore and weary ; but ttianks to an over- 
ruling Providence, and the bright genius of our fathers who 
bought this countty with their blood, you are armed vrith the ballot, 
— the beet weapon ever given to a free people. Your strength is in 
your numbers ; wherever you are united, standing in serried ranks 
shoulder to shoulder, the battle is your own. 

Youi weakneee lies in the lack of cohesion. With a thousand organi- 
zations, each is standing alone ; with a thousand leaders, each is 
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trying to be first; and stealing into all your camps are Ihe paid 
tools of your enemies, epfing out your vulnerable points, corrupt- 
ing your army, creating dissensions in your ranks, and tnaVing 
traitors oinong your men. 

Surroimded by such oircumstanceB your duty is plain. Choose 
for yonrselves a leader, and follow him to victory. Beware of the dema- 
gogue who oomes before you with ready tongue seeking preferment 
Trust the steady, quiet man who baa honesUy performed bis task 
for years, in any station be may be found. Take men you know, 
and know to be honest. Place them in the seats of power and 
keep them there so long as they maintain your principles. Bril- 
liancy of mind is not required, good judgment and a clear percep- 
tion of right and wrong is a better equipment for a public officer 
than eloquence or polished manners. At the anvil, the bench, or 
the lathe, on the farm, in the store, or the warehouse, will be found 
men of braina, courage and solid worth who can be trusted to take 
the lead ; and it is from such you should make your choice. 

Do not be difioouraged by obstacles, nor overwhelmed by de- 
feat. You must expect to meet many combinations of the enemy. 
The combinations of capital are by no means all the combinations 
they know how to uae. You will enoounier combinations of politicians. 
Even now those sworn enemies, the Democratic and Republican 
leaders, are putting their heads together for the purpose of defeat- 
ing the man whom the masses have nominated for Mayor of New 
York. A paid press, posing as the friend of labor, and unable to 
assul his integrity, are maliciously misrepresenting bis relation to 
the laboring man. Don't let their machinations mislead you. 
The newspapers have told you " he is not equipped for the office," 
" he is not acquainted with the politicians." Ood help the man 
who is 1 Stand by your tried and trusted leaders. The hand of 
the money power will ever be found tracing its " writing on the 
wall," sowing the seeds of dissention, destroying the unity of friends. 
Look out 1 

It would be a useless task to attempt to enumerate " the wrongs 
that need resifitanoe," but certain it is they are a constantly increas- 
ing quantity. Even now, our great fields of natural gas, supplied 
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in unlimited quantities from nature's laboratory, and promimng tO' 
be worth untold mUlions to the world, are falling into tbe btmda of 
a combination of oapitalists, who will turn them into as great a mono- 
poly as that whioh oruahed tliousande of men of moderate means 
in the petroleum business, and reduced them to poverty. A com- 
bination of capitalists are consolidating the cotton seed oil business, 
and creating a new monopoly there whose ramifications are expected 
to extend to every comer of the country, and crush out all opposi- 
tion by sheer weight of the money power. Combinations of 
bankers keep a lobby in CoQgrees, aud obtain legislation favorable 
to themselves and derogatory to the people's interests. 

The miscarriage of justice is not the exceptijn but the rule. 
These glaring wrongs, which outrage every sense of right, can be 
redressed by tbe appiioation of a proper system of taxation. 
Unlicensed bribery, could not exist without the great fortunes and 
combinations that furnish the " means." 

Such useless excrescentses of a bad social system, and a bad Gov. 
emment, aa our Goulds and Vauderbilte, our oil companies and 
gas companies, could not exist under tbe right system of taxation. 
Put the railroads, the coal fields, the oil fields and the gas fields 
into tbe hands of tbe Qovemment, and enterprise, seekiiig otber 
channels of investment, would soon build up our commerce, and 
the nation would again be prosperous. 

We need to revolutionize tbe Cknemment in so fEir as 
to drive from tbe places of public power and pubhc trust the paid 
tools of monopoly. We should demand that every dollar and 
every acre of land that has been taken from the people through 
jobbery and corruption be restored. We should place tbe 
burden of Government on those who receive its benefits, and use 
the power of taxation to equalize the conditions and privileges of 
the people. 

If this be socialism, I would be a socialist. If this be anarchism, I 
would be an anarchist. If this be treason, I would still be an enemy 
of fraud, and 
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